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Good news for 
church schools 


REPORTS that seven out of 
ten people think Church of 
England schools play a posi- 
tive role in education today is 
encouraging, says diocesan 
board of education director, 
Leslie Stephen. 

But he says the diocese has 
no time to rest on its laurels: 
‘These are interesting and 
challenging times for educa- 
tion and we will work hard to 
lead our schools towards a 
positive future with continu- 
ing high standards.’ 

Next month headteachers 
from the diocese’s 280 schools 
will meet for their annual con- 
ference. High on the agenda 
will be discussion on the role 
of church schools in the vision 
of the diocese, along with the 
implications ofthe 
Government White Paper, on 
education and other national 
developments such as the 
introduction of Academies. 

The challenges of leading a 
church school in a multi-faith 
context will also be 
addressed. 

The recent survey by ORB, 
revealing public support for 
church schools, is linked with 
research on ‘Church Schools: 
Faith in the Future’, which 
shows that they serve a wide 
range of society and, across 
all age groups, have higher 
levels of achievement than 
non-faith schools. 


Figures also demonstrate a 
positive view of church 
schools within other faith 
communities, with 62 per cent 
of respondents from non- 
Christian faith groups agree- 
ing they have a positive role in 
society. 

Responding to criticism 
that church schools ‘cherryp- 
ick’ bright pupils Leslie says: 
‘Governors in our aided 
schools are responsible for 
setting admissions criteria 
and, in doing so, are very con- 
scious of the need to be inclu- 
sive to their communities as 
well as serving the needs of 
Christian parents wanting a 
church school for their child. 

The diocese has also 
embraced the recent agree- 
ment by the Department for 
Education and Skills (DFES) 
and faith leaders that faith 
schools should teach pupils 
about other religions besides 
their own. 

Leslie says: ‘All of our 
schools already ensure pupils 
learn aspects of other faiths as 
part of their curriculum. 

‘Understanding promotes 
harmony. Many of our 
schools include pupils of dif- 
ferent ethnic backgrounds 
and, while they will obviously 
learn about Christian beliefs, 
it is important that respect for 
other religions begins at 
school age.’ 


A day of Goc 
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READ ABOUT THE FUN AND MAKE YOUR 
OWN EASTER CROSS CENTRE PAGES 



Pushing through the soil by St Peter's Church, Little Wittenham, snowdrops herald the start of spring. 


Photo Frank Blackwell 


Support in place for poultry keepers 


RURAL churches in the dio- 
cese are gearing up to support 
those affected by the threat- 
ened Avian Flu epidemic. 

Diocesan rural officer, the 
Revd Canon Glyn Evans, told 
the DOOR: ‘The prospect of 
Avian Flu is potentially disas- 
trous to our rural communities 
which have already been hard 
hit by the agricultural crisis. 
The Diocese, through its net- 
work of local churches and 
pastoral ministry, and through 
its close links with Farming 
Help organisations, is well- 


placed to provide a listening 
ear and offer support at what 
will undoubtedly be a very dif- 
ficult time.’ 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
whose own area covers much 
of rural Oxfordshire, says: ‘We 
have been preparing the clergy 
in rural communities for this 
since the Autumn. As in 2001, 
during the Foot and Mouth 
crisis, they will be ready to 
offer support to anyone wor- 
ried about, or affected by, 
Avian Flu, whether they are 


poultry farmers or have a few 
chickens in the back garden. 

In Buckinghamshire Roy 
Lambourne, rural officer for 
the Claydon Deanery, has 
first-hand, knowledge of the 
problems some farms will 
experience. If his free-range 
flock of chickens had to be 
brought indoors it could mean 
culling at least 25 per cent to 
avoid overcrowding which 
would be unacceptable to the 
bird’s welfare. 

Roy says: ‘The key point is 
not to panic but to be aware of 


the preventativ^measures. At 
present, bird-to-bird transmis- 
sion is relatively low and, with 
good bio-security, can be con- 
tained.’ 

Glyn Evans says: ‘We want 
to re-assure those in our rural 
communities that, in the event 
of an epidemic they need not 
face their difficulties alone. 
The church will do all it can 
to support and advise them.’ 

For more information on 
Farming Help organisations 
call Glyn on 01295 788021 or 
go to www.farminghelp.co.uk 
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at 

Ripon College 
Cuddesdon 


Oxford Ministry Course is 
based at, and operates in 
partnership with, Ripon 
Coliege Cuddesdon. 

The part-time Certificate 
and Diploma in Theology 
and Ministry, validated by 
the University of Oxford, 
is open to ordinands, lay 
leaders, independent 
students and those 
engaged in the diocesan 
portfolio programme. 

Call Mrs Gill Prattey 
orv 01865 208 260 
www.oxmin.org.uk 
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Thinking about the 
resurrection of Christ 

An Easter message from Bishop Richard 

IF we measure the claim that Christ was raised from the dead 
against what is usually the case, it couldn’t have happened. 
What is usually the case suggests that the first Christians were 
much more likely to have been under an illusion than that what 
they were reporting was real (so David Hume). 

On the other hand Christians who say that we can only know 
the truth of the resurrection through revelation and that this 
cannot be assessed by any human yardstick, have a great diffi- 
culty. For if this is the case, the claim that Christ was raised 
from the dead is removed from any rational discussion: and God 
has made us rational as well as spiritual beings. So how can we 
negotiate this dilemma? 

First, what has been the staple of Christian apologetics down 
the years: the usual explanations to account for the claim that 
Christ was raised from the dead, that the Jews stole the body, or 
the disciples hid it away, simply don’t stand up. This is not of 
course to prove the resurrection. But it does show that other 
explanations are unconvincing. 

Secondly, in assessing the truth of anything, we have to assume 
certain things, the existence of language for example, and the 
culture in which we use it. So it is not out of the way to suggest, 
as the church always has done, that we can only really begin to 
understand the resurrection of Christ against the background of 
the Old Testament, in particular the great hope running through 
it that God would one day act to put right everything that is 
wrong in the world. It is against this background, and especial- 
ly the claim by Jesus that in him this long expected rule of God 
in human affairs (the Kingdom of God) is breaking into this 
world, that we have to evaluate the claim that God raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead. This isn’t just the hope of an ancient tribe. 
It is our hope, for we still long that sin, suffering and death will 
finally be overcome. 

Thirdly, there is the existence and continuing witness of the 
Christian church down the ages, into which we as individuals 
are incorporated, through which we are sustained, guided and 
strengthened by the God in whom Jesus put his whole trust. 
This does not necessarily mean some dramatic and overpower- 
ing religious experience. It is the daily life of the Christian 
believer who knows the grace of God raising us from sin, despair 
and every kind of spiritual death, and the Christian experience 
of Jesus as a living reality down the ages. 

As Christians, we needn’t be frightened of the challenging 
questions. We have enough to go on so that with Christians 
throughout the world we can say CHRIST IS RISEN . . . HE IS 
RISEN INDEED. I hope in your church this Easter you will say 
it with a shout! 

With every good wish and blessing for Easter 
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Lower parish share increases agreed 


DEANERIES around the dio- 
cese will enjoy a drop in aver- 
age share increases to four per 
cent annually for three years 
from 2007. 

Diocesan Synod agreed the 
motion, which will help hard- 
up churches, but cautioned 
that respite may be short-lived 
as the implications of recent 
changes to pension regula- 
tions could result in signifi- 
cantly higher share increases 
in later years. 

Gavin Oldham of St 
Leonard’s Church, Wendover 
Deanery, warned that 
although a laudable gesture, 
lower share increases now 
could build up unrealistic 
expectations by parishes, 
leaving them unprepared for 
possible sharp rises as the 
pensions crisis begins to bite 
across the country. 

Joanna Birkett, Abingdon 
Deanery, said churches should 
use the years of lower share 


increases to increase mission 
and evangelism and grow 
their congregations, which 
would be of benefit spiritually 
and in turn would help when 
there is a need for increased 
shares in the future. 

Members of Amersham and 
Slough Deaneries said some 
churches were telling them 
‘enough is enough’ as strug- 
gles to keep pace with the 
recent share increases forced 
mission to take a back seat. 

Dropping average share 
increases to four per cent for 
three years will reduce the 
ceiling increase to 7.5 per cent 
and the floor to two per cent. 

In a separate private mem- 
ber’s motion David Perrett, 
seconded by the Revd Tim 
Harper, argued that deaneries 
contributing the most finan- 
cially in mutual support 
should be granted greater 
reductions in their share 
increases to allow more 


spending on mission in their 
local communities. 

Although the motion was 
lost the Bishop of Oxford said 
there was much sympathy for 
deaneries like Amersham and 
that the issue should be 
looked at again in the future. 

The proposal to cap aver- 
age share increases between 
2007 and 2009 followed 
agreement that the Diocesan 
Reserves Policy should in 
future target reserves equal to 
two months current gross 
expenditure at the start of 
each year rather than three. 

Diocesan Board of Finance 
chair, Brian Newey, said the 
reserves policy should ensure 
the diocese could always meet 
its liabilities, but the diocese 
should not hold greater 
monies than necessary. It was 
the Board’s belief that the pro- 
posal accurately reflected the 
current financial position of 
the diocese. 


Christians connect 
in Oxford this June 

Christians in Oxford are 
being invited to ‘stand 
together to lift up the name 
of Jesus over our city’ with a 
special service in Broad 
Street on Sunday 11 June. 

The Revd Charlie Cleverly, 
rector of St Aldates Church, 
says: ‘The vision is to pray 
for and to seek the good of 
the city where God has 
placed us... and to connect 
together as Christians and 
Churches in Oxford.’ 

Find out more from 
Gordon Hickson on 07713 
688079 or Charlie Cleverly 
on 01865 254800. 

Search continues for 
Bishop's new house 

The Church Commissioners 
have withdrawn from the 
purchase of Pullens End, 
Oxford, which had been 
considered as the see house 
for the next Bishop of 
Oxford. Legal enquiries 
revealed restrictive 

covenants on the property 
which could prevent it being 
used to its fullest extent as a 
Bishop’s house. The search 
continues. 

Theology website 

A website to stimulate new 
thinking about the theology 
of mission has been launched 
by Anglican mission agency 
USPG with the Methodist 
church, www.rethinkingmis- 
sion.org will offer free, up- 
to-date information and 
resources on mission think- 
ing from around the world 
including articles, photos 
and website links for further 
research. 


Be a voice for Christian youth 


THE Church of England Youth Council 
(CEYC) marked its first anniversary with a full 
council meeting in Buckinghamshire of mem- 
bers from across 17 dioceses. 

The CEYC is the national representative 
body for young adults within the Church, giv- 
ing young people a co-ordinated voice within 
the decision-making structures of the Church. 
Each diocese has the opportunity of two repre- 
sentatives. 

As well as meeting three times a year to 
debate issues such as the Government’s green 
paper on young people and the situation in the 
Middle East and the Church of England’s 


Mission Shaped Church report, three represen- 
tatives from the council are invited to attend 
General Synod as non-voting members. 

Ian MacDonald, youth adviser for the 
Oxford Diocese says: ‘It’s great whenever 
young people are genuinely engaged in discus- 
sion and decision making in the life of the 
church, whether at a local or national level. We 
really need to hear what young people have to 
say and could benefit enormously from their 
insight (and enthusiasm).* 

To find out about being a representative on 
the CEYC contact Ian Macdonald on 01865 
208253 or Rachel Camp on chair@ceyc.org 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Uliir doesn't matter wusr wins you dome 

FROM, WHEN WJ NEED MEDICAL TRMTMEiTf 


you « mm ouho. 

St Luke’s Hospital is an independent, acute surgical hospital that 
provides free medical care for all Anglican clergy and their families. 

And for that we depend entirely on donations. Every pound we get is 
vital to our work. 


You can make a donation either through your church or directly to St. 
Luke’s by mail, telephone or online at www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 


OUR MISSION IS TO CARE FOR THOSE 
WHO CARE FOR OTHERS 

St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
Tel: 0207 388 4954 Fax 0207 383 4812 email: stlukeshospital.org.uk 
Registered charity no. 209236 
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Feature 

Filling the gap. 


bv Richard Boden 

I GRADUATED last year from 
Birmingham University where I had 
studied commerce and wasn’t sure 
what I wanted to do next. I saw an 
ad for a placement in the Christian 
Aid magazine and it appealed to me 
because it was an opportunity to 
experience Christianity in action. 

I’m based in the charity’s Oxford 
office and my job is to raise aware- 
ness among church youth groups 
and student groups of the work 
Christian Aid and its partners do in 
Nicaragua and on the wider issues of 
poverty and development. 

As part of my year I was lucky 
enough to go to Nicaragua - the sec- 
ond poorest country in the Western 
hemisphere where half the popula- 
tion live on less than a dollar a day - 
on a fact-finding trip before I began 
my talks. 

The trip was an amazing and 
encouraging experience, because of 
the diversity of the four partners we 
visited and also the many positive 
stories we heard. It highlighted the 
fact that no matter how little these 
people have, they still thank God for 


everything they do have. 

Our first stop was to visit 
SOPPEXCCA, a fair trade coffee co- 
operative. Its aim is simple - to 
improve coffee harvesting and pro- 
duction by cultivating the education 
of the growers, advocating quality- 
control, providing financial support 
and raising income-levels. 

SOPPEXCCA was an opportunity 
to see with my own eyes how fair 
trade can transform people’s lives. 
Instead of slave wages and horrific 
working conditions, now they get a 
fair price for their crop with training 
and support from the co-operative. 

Another partner we met was the 
Achuapa Co-operative which sells its 
main product of Sesame Oil to the 
Body Shop. It provides credit, social 
work within its communities, agri- 
cultural training and tries to improve 
living conditions of small producers. 

Really fulfilling was the time we 
spent with the Lutheran Church, 
ILFE. Their mission is to ‘accompa- 
ny people with the love of God’. 

They explained that the general 
consensus in Nicaragua is that 
HIV/AIDS is a punishment from 


God and someone suffering is often 
excluded from the Church. ILFE is 
working to combat the stigma of the 
disease and educate people. 

Finally we visited our partner 
‘Men Against Violence Against 
Women’. They run training and 
reflection sessions for men, designed 
to change the perceptions and atti- 
tudes of “Machismo” and reduce 
violence against women. It was 
inspiring; people standing up for 
what they believed in the face of per- 
secution. 

It was a blessing for me to witness 
the work of God in these people’s 
lives and I pray that I can pass on the 
knowledge I have gained to the 
groups I visit. After one recent talk 
we prayed together, and the leader of 
the group called me later to say the 
children were really inspired to do 
something positive about what they 
had heard. That felt really good. 

The trip and my time with 
Christian Aid has changed me as a 
person. Seeing for myself the effects 
of my consumer choices on the lives 
of people on the other side of the 
world has made me more careful 


Why two students decided to make their gap year 
one for outreach and mission by choosing to 
work for Christian charities. 



Richard Boden 


about what I buy. Also, I had 
thought I would work for a big busi- 
ness when I look for a job, but now 
I’d like to work for an organisation 
like Christian Aid. 

It has definitely been the right 


choice for me as a gap year, I’ve built 
up really good experience and 
diverse too - last summer I spent the 
days of the Greenbelt festival walk- 
ing around as a piece of fruit hand- 
ing out leaflets about trade justice! 



Helen (back row, centre left) with friends from the New Hope Mission and Tearfund 


bv Helen Wilkinson 
I’VE taken this year out to 
work with the Tearfund Year 
Team 2005-2006 after my 
third year studying maths at 
the University of Oxford. 

This means two days a week 
working with students and 
young people ‘networking, 
communicating and impas- 
sioning people about God’s 
heart for the poor’. A further 
two days is spent working 
with St Aldate’s Church on 
community projects such as 
the Discipleship Group, 
monthly Community meal, 
and Aldate’s prison ministry. 
That leaves a day for personal 
study or work. 

It appealed to me because I 
was a member of the 
Christian Union at university 
and I was getting the message 
more and more from the Bible 
that God cares for the poor 
and that I wanted to. convey 
that to other people. 

I was very lucky to go with 
the charity to Brazil in 
October on a study trip to see 
some of the work it supports 
in the developing world and 


to gain a deeper understand- 
ing of the issues surrounding 
HIV/AIDS. 

Most of our time was spent 
with New Hope Mission, an 
evangelical organisation 
working with adults and chil- 
dren with HIV/AIDS and 
helping spread awareness and 
understanding of the disease. 

'The difference 
between New Hope 
and other NGO's work- 
ing with HIV/AIDS is 
God../ 


New Hope also runs a proj- 
ect for children and one for 
adults to help them gain new 
skills and qualifications 
through computer and craft 
classes, and then use these 
skills to earn money. 

They can also join dancej 
and theatre classes as a way of 
raising self esteem and of 
praising God. 

On Fridays everyone comes 
together to hear God’s word 
explained and to praise Him 


with joyful singing and danc- 
ing. I couldn’t understand the 
words (they were in 
Portuguese) but the joy was so 
evident! 

I was amazed at how much 
joy there is at New Hope 
Mission. The difference 
between New Hope and the 
other NGO’s working with 
HIV/AIDS is God. The power 
they have is the love that God 
has put in their hearts; the 
hope they bring is from God. 
The staff speak clearly about 
Jesus and they show His love 
and compassion in everything 
they do. The most important 
thing they give to the people 
at the centre is hope- for life 
now and for the future, all 
through Jesus. 

In the words of one of the 
people in our team, “New 
Hope does exactly what it 
says on the tin!” 

At times the year has been 
hard, in starting something 
new and with such emotional 
experiences, but I felt that was 
what God was calling me to 
do and it has strengthened my 
faith. I’m glad I’ve done it. 


You can find out more about gap year opportunities and about talks and workshops for youth groups 
by Christian Aid from www.christian-aid.org or about Tearfund opportunities from www.tearfund.org 
Information on gap year opportunities with Christian organisations can also be found on the dioce- 
san website www.oxford.anglican.org/youth and click on the 'You' icon. 



des of Glass Studio 


Lead Light 
‘Windows 

Craftsmen built Lead Light and 
Stained Class Windows, 
Specialists in Church Window 
refurbishment and 
replacement. 
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Call us for a no 
obligation quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and 
engraved detail 

★ Polycarbonate weather 
& vandal-proof 
protective sheeting 

★ Galvanised 8 Stainless 
Steel protective grills 

References available , 
work undertaken on 
many local churches 
and colleges 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 

Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Bertnsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
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The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester, with children 
from Benson C of E Primary School photo Frank Blackwell 


CHINOOKS and cheers 
marked the official opening of 
the new Benson C of E 
Primary School building 
recently. 

Children and guests waited 
patiently for a special fly-over 
by a Chinook helicopter from 
RAF Benson and then cheered 
long and loud as the Revd 
Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, cut the opening 
day ribbon helped by mem- 
bers of the School Council. 

Later Boris Johnson MP 
praised the facilities at the 
school and unveiled a slate 
stone plaque which read 
'Working together, Valuing 
everyone, Learning for Life.' 


The day of celebration 
marked the culmination of 
five years planning to amalga- 
mate the former infant and 
junior schools into one school 
of 215 pupils on the junior 
site. The Victorian building 
has been extended to include 
six new classrooms. 

Headmistress Linda Neely 
said being one school had 
made a huge difference to the 
staff and children, allowing a 
seamless education through 
the primary years and increas- 
ing the sense of unity and 
responsibility for each other. 
It also meant the end of the 
dash between sites for parents 
with children at both schools. 


Outreach through art 

CHRISTIAN arts organisa- 
tion Veritasse is funding the 
launch of a project to pro- 
vide water buffalo for pas- 
tors in India to help support 
their ministry work. 

Through the charity ROPE 
(Reaching Oppressed People 
Everywhere), Veritasse will 
provide the initial funding 
for a revolving loan scheme 
from which pastors can bor- 
row the money to buy a 
water buffalo, then repay the 
loan at minimal interest rates 
from the funds generated by 
use of the animal. 

Veritasse was founded 
eight years ago by artist 
Aidan Meller as a non- 
denominational arts group 
through which Christian 
artists can sell their work, 
giving part of their profits to 
aid charities, such as ROPE, 
working in India. As well as 
viewing or buying the artists' 
work from the Veritasse 
website www.veritasse.co.uk 
there is now also a magazine 
available from Christian or 
cathedral bookshops or call 
0845 123 5884. 

ROPE operates in 80 
countries around the world 
'bringing grass-roots relief to 
suffering communities, with- 
out duplicating the work of 
other agencies'. 


Riddle of the Month 

All people should value me. I can be a silent agreement between two people, 
or I can be as friendly as possible. 

Few have true versions of me. I can be strong and faithful, 
or weak and bitter. 

Few choose not to have me at all. 

What am I? 

Hint : Everyone should have some sort of me. 

March Answer: A Coffin 



Committed Christian and 
JVIA, FRCO is available to 
deputise 

at short notice including 
wedding and funerals. 
Wide experience: 
reasonable fee 

Tel; (01993) 813933 


Artists in Staihed Glass^ 
DAViD Wasley 

IllA.ATC.DipAD.FniGP. 
ConsERyAfoi^£r 

RESfORAflOn SPECIALIST 

01494 773712 

' www. 3Rpmii,LEn n i v m ARfisTs. co. vk „ 


Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 



Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 . 


* Telephone 01865 79: 

$ Carsmafket Sipevt Oxford 


- for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several months 

Far further details please contact 
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Local Marathon Runners 

IF you watch the London Marathon this month look out for 
two intrepid members of St John the Baptist in Bodicote. 

Berners Hall-Matthews and Sarah Meyrick are running to 
raise money for the Anthony Nolan Trust and the new Oxford 
Children's Hospital respectively. 

You can support the runners online at www.justgiving.com/bern- 
ers-marathon or www.justgiving.com/andrewandsarahmeyrick 
Or if you’re nearby why not pop along to their evening of film 
and food in Bodicote on 21 April. Contact Berners on 01295 
268462 for details. 

OASIS of hope for refugees 


THE Children’s Society project 
‘OASIS’ is preparing a pack 
for Oxford churches to raise 
awareness of the situation of 
young refugees in the city. 

The pack, which will be sent 
out next month, contains 
details of the project, case 
studies, children’s church 
activities and some liturgical 
material. 

Oxford has offered refuge 


to many young children, often 
unaccompanied and the proj- 
ect has been working in 
schools to help them feel part 
of the school community, 
offering support with living in 
a new place, with language 
and customs. 

It is hoped that the pack will 
act as a valuable resource to 
encourage integration among 
communities. 


A Century of Service 



L-R Jean Rivers, Gill Pratley (standing), Barbara Bolder 


A FAMILIAR face will be miss- 
ing from the Front Office at 
Diocesan Church House from 
this month. Jean Rivers, who 
started work at Church 
House as a teenager in 1960, 
retired in March after more 
than 32 years. 

She was thanked for her 
dedication at a special presen- 
tation, 

Jean calculates that her 
years with the diocese, togeth- 
er with those of two long-time 


friends and colleagues Gill 
Pratley and Barbara Bolder, 
come to a round 100 years of 
service. 

Gill says: 'Jean has always 
got on well with people and 
will be remembered here for 
being generous, friendly and 
caring (and a bit cheeky!)' 

More officially, Jean is also 
renowned for her fantastic 
memory for the names of past 
and present clergy and offi- 
cers in the diocese. 


PACT seeks new chair 

Bishop Richard is seeking to 
appoint a new Chair of the 
Board of Trustees for the 
Diocesan family charity, 
Parents And Children Together. 

The role is honorary and 
comes as Mrs Jo Saunders 
steps down following a three- 
year term. 

Yvette Gayford says: v We are 
looking for someone proactive, 
passionate, enthusiastic and 
committed to securing and 
maintaining life chances for the 
children and families of Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon. If any reader 
has a background relevant to 
the agency activity, lives or 
works reasonably close to 
Reading and has some spare 
time to devote to the success of 
our expanding agency, do 
please contact me/ 

Tel: 0118 938 7600 


‘Free-kneelers’ 

Another 'hassock project* by St 
Thomas' Church, Goring on 
Thames, has produced some 
beautiful new kneelers for the 
congregation. It also means 
that, once again the church has 
older kneelers to offer for re- 
homing. 

Christine Tucker says: 'After 
the last project we had about 
70 kneelers to give away. This 
time we have 50 blue Rexene 
kneelers in very good condi- 
tion, free to a good home.' 

If your church needs kneel- 
ers call Christine on 01491 
875094. 


St Mark's Gospel; 

A Dramatic Reading 

Holy Trinity Church in 
Headington Quarry, Oxford, is 
hosting The Theatre of Easter, 
a dramatic reading of St 
Mark's Gospel by Creation 
Theatre Company from 6-9 
April. 

Translator Nicholas King, 
tutor in New Testament 
Studies at Campion Hall, 
Oxford, has received wide- 
spread critical acclaim for his 
interpretation. 

For performance times and 
tickets call the Box Office on 
01865 245745. 


^ < Eco-column 

Each morning I get up, use the smallest room 
in the house, take the dogs for a walk then 
hose them clean. I take a shower, have a cup 
of tea with my breakfast, then often take a 
bucket of water to clean my car windows. I 
travel to a meeting where I’m offered coffee 
and pour myself a glass of water from a bot- 
tle thoughtfully provided. I do these things 
automatically, hardly thinking how much 
water I’m using. But I should know better. 

As a young child I lived through a drought 
in South East Asia, when water was switched 
off for 23 hours a day. When it did rain the 
whole street went out for a shower, with 


showercaps, soap and all! | 

It is said that parts of the world will soon 1 
run out of water and by 2070 it is likely that i 
wars now fought over oil will be fought over i 
water. But low rainfall in the southeast of the ■ 
UK hasn’t stopped plans for thousands of 
new homes. 

A government minister said water meters 
are not the answer (though I think a meter - 
makes me think more about water-use). 

Water companies say it is too expensive to g 
pipe water from the wettest parts of the g 
country to the driest. We squander our water | 
and make bad decisions at the expense of i 
our grandchildren’s lives. 1 

Every home should have a water-saver butt * 
on downpipes, a water meter, and a dirty 
car! Every home should thank God for His 
precious gift of water, and not take the daily 
routine for granted. 

The Revd. Canon Glyn Evans is Rural i 

Officer for the Diocese of Oxford. I 


i 
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God in the life of. . . 


Antonia looks 
forward to 
discovery 
and new 
challenges 


As she steps into the role of Women's Ministry Adviser for the diocese 
the Revd Antonia Cretney is in no doubt that issues currently being 
addressed in the Church of England promise to make her job both 
interesting and challenging. 


ONE glance at Antonia Cretney’s current min- 
istry in the Oxford diocese and women will rest 
assured that they could hardly have a more 
thorough package of experience and advice on 
hand from the time they first consider ministry 
and onwards. 

In addition to her new role she is a diocesan 
vocations adviser (helping people who feel a 
call to ministry to decide on the best way for- 
ward), a volunteer diocesan director of ordi- 
nands and a spiritual director (guiding and 
helping people along their spiritual journey). 

She has also been a minister (both stipendi- 
ary and now NSM) since 1994, in Bristol and 
latterly in the Wantage Deanery. 

Her new responsibilities, she agrees, fit nice- 
ly in tandem with her existing roles: 

‘It’s very rewarding and a great privilege to 
help people explore and find their spiritual 
direction and to encourage them along that 
journey.’ # 

Her own spiritual calling led her to study for 
a degree in Theology as a mature student at 
Bristol University when her children were aged 
five and eight, with the idea that it would help 
her define the kind of ministry she should pur- 
sue. Ironically, she says, it left her with a 
degree and doubts. 

‘It was a difficult time for me. I wasn’t where 
I had expected to be in terms of my faith and 
for a while I pursued other avenues. I did 
research for a year and tried teaching which I 
think neither my pupils nor I enjoyed! 

‘Gradually I found that part of me still had a 
relationship with “the beyond” and I couldn’t 
deny that. Out of that calling I felt that God 
had shown himself to me through a route of 
prayer and I had to make a choice to cast my 
lot in with the Church or deny the calling.’ 

Antonia became a curate in Bristol, moving 
to the benefice of Beedon, Peasemore, West 
Ilsley and Farnborough in 1997 with her hus- 
band’s job. 

She laughs as she remembers a rural parish 
was the last place she expected to be: ‘My cura- 
cy was in an urban parish and my vicar there 
said the last place he could see me was in a 
rural situation. But actually I enjoyed it enor- 
mously.’ Antonia maintains a rural connection 
through her present links with the Ridgeway 


and Wantage Downs benefices. 

Part of the enjoyment has definitely been the 
positive attitude of the diocese and her parish- 
es to women priests, she says: ‘I became a priest 
quite shortly after women were accepted to 
ordained ministry and I have been lucky that 
I’ve had a very positive experience. I’ve found 
people in the country to be very pragmatic. 
They have responded to me on the basis of my 
ministry, not my gender. 

As Women’s Ministry Adviser Antonia, 
together with a team of area advisers, will be an 
important channel of communication between 
women ministers in the diocese and the Bishops 
and senior advisers. 

‘I see it as my responsibility to make sure 
there is a full and open dialogue. It will also be 
a voyage of discovery for me, which I’m look- 
ing forward to, as I attend Bishop’s Council for 
the first time and find out more about how the 
diocese works,’ she says. 

Already there have been challenges, she 
acknowledges: ‘I have never been an activist 
but I think we are in the middle of very inter- 
esting times for ordained women and taking on 
this positiomhas made me explore and in some 
cases re-evaluate my views on specific subjects 
such as women bishops. 

‘I do think that if we are to achieve a whole- 
ness of ministry for men and women in the 
Church, which I think is essential, there can be 
no half measures or compromise solutions 
which I would have perhaps thought accept- 
able before. I feel now that these would only 
enshrine division.’ 

On a personal level she says there are still 
challenges she would like to address: ‘I would 
love to see change in “God language” and the 
hugely masculine bias in the way we think 
about God in our worship. 

‘For a time I wrote a column in the Mothers’ 
Union magazine and the only time I got letters 
back was when I playfully referred to God as 
She. One woman said she was really saddened 
that I would insult God by calling him She. 
What does that say about what it is to be a 
woman or about our picture of God?’ 

Antonia takes over as women’s ministry 
adviser from the Revd Canon Theresa Scott. 



Antonia Cretney Photo Frank Blackwell 


ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 


Residential Home with Nursing 



• Modem, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 


• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 

independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 


Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden. stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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News 




Gloria finds a piece of Heaven 
after her heartbreak 


By Ruth Oliver 

Gloria lent out of her 
front door as I parked my 
car in her driveway. “I’m 
on the phone!,” she 
exclaimed, “but make 
yourself at home.” She 
pointed in the direction of 
the lounge and I walked 
past her chatting, on the 
telephone in her hallway. I 
felt I should take off my 
shoes as I placed myself 
on a cream sofa, on her 
0 cream carpet and 
observed my surround- 
ings. 

Beautiful curtains with 
lots of swags and tails, 
bronze angels on the 
walls, a large open fire, 
plenty of books, photos of 
her boys, grandchildren 
and of course her beauti- 
ful daughter Caron. As I 
stared at the photo of 
Caron, taken on her wed- 
ding day, I realised what a 
tremendous privilege it 
was to be invited into the 
home of a mum who had 
lost the most precious 
thing in her life and yet 
who had agreed to talk to 
me about it. 

Gloria came and sat 
next to me on the douch 
after making me a nice 
cup of Irish tea. She 
looked beautiful. Smaller 
than I imagined, immacu- 
lately dressed and, I am 
tempted to say, a little vul- 
nerable. 

I began the interview 
by asking about her up- 
bringing. She grew up in 
Portadown, Northern 
Ireland, in a home where 
the kitchen always had 
the smell of cooking or 
baking. A pot full of tea 
was always to hand, just 
in case someone popped 
in, “now I do the same”, 
she said smiling as I 
sipped from the cup she 
had made me. 

We talked about her 
career, how she started as 
a singer and that it was 
during this time singing 
that she was invited to go 
into broadcasting in 
Ulster. An opportunity to 


Soon to take over as presenter 
of BBCl’s Heaven and Earth 
Show, popular presenter Gloria 
Hunniford talks about her 
faith and how she coped after 
the death of her daughter 


stand in for Jimmy Young 
on Radio Two led to her 
being offered her own 
show and ultimately a 
move to London. 

I asked her about her 
time on Strictly Come 
Dancing and whether she 
would like to have given 
Dancing on Ice a go? 
“Not in a million years,” 
she replied. “I thought 
long and hard before 
agreeing to do Strictly 
Come Dancing. After hav- 
ing had so much sorrow 
and sadness, my family 
thought it would be good 
to do something ‘just for 
fun’. It was great and I 
lost nearly a stone 
weight!” 

° Having just finished 
reading Gloria’s book, 
Next to You, I wanted 
to chat to her about her 
first-born child, Caron. 
“All babies are special,” 
Gloria told me. “But, 
your first-born is so spe- 
cial.” 

“Any parent would 
find the discovery that 
their child had cancer, a 
huge threat,” she said. 
“You are so used to car- 
ing and 
look- 


mum. Losing a child is 
just the worst kind of 
grief you can imagine. I 
have lost parents, friends 
and an ex-husband, but 
losing a child is the worst 
that can happen. You 
would do anything to 
make it better for your 
child. 

“We never talked to 
each other about death 
through her illness and 
Caron’s strength and 
courage was amazing to 
watch. She became the 
teacher really. The child 
became the teacher and 
we learnt so much by 
watch- 



ing her — her tenacity, her 
courage, her humour and 
her good nature all the 
way through her illness. 

“Caron believed in 
angels,” Gloria contin- 
ued. “Angels for all kinds 
of things — eVfen a park- 
ing angel! If we were try- 
ing to park the car, she 
would tell me to ask the 
parking angel and eventu- 
ally we would find the 
parking meter. She 
worked a lot on her mind 
and her soul and became 
very spiritual during her 
illness. 

“I think she went to 
her innermost soul, and 
thank God she did, 
because I think it gave her 
such an incredible inner 
peace that I am grateful 
for today.” 

I asked her if she had a 
faith herself. “I do,” she 
answered. “I’ve tried not 
to let the experience shake 
that faith too much. I 
think when something as 
devastating as this hap- 
pens it would be very easy 
to question your faith, as 
indeed with things like 
the tsunami. You 
look at an act of 
God like that and 
question why? 
Similarly it would 
be easy for me to 
question why 
Caron? She was a 
good person. But I’ve 
tried not to do that, 
because that is a very 
negative path and my 
faith was very important 
to me when Caron 
was ill to keep 
me cling- 
i n g 
on. It 
still 



important to me. 

“A good friend of 
mine said to me once, that 
maybe I just don’t know 
the reason why yet. I sort 
of cling to that vague 
analysis and think that 
maybe I just don’t know 
the reason why?... I don’t 
know. It’s very difficult to 
analyse why and what can I 
learn from it.” 

She continued to talk 
about how she copes with 
anniversaries and birth- 
days since her death. 
Caron had loved her mum 
dearly and always wanted 
to do special things for 
Gloria on birthdays and 
other special occasions. 
When I asked her to tell 
me about the first 
Mother’s Day after Caron 
died I saw her eyes fill 
with tears and her voice 
began to break. 

At this point we had to 
stop recording as she went 
into the kitchen alone for 
a cry. I was praying for 
this brave mum who was 
talking about the most 
precious thing that she 
had lost. I could feel her 
sadness and it was not 
easy to know what to say 
or do. I wanted to hug her 
in her sadness. 

She came back and, 
ever the true professional, 
wanted to continue with 
the question that we had 
just left. “You never for- 


get you’ve lost someone 
so vital in your life,” she 
said. “It would be easy to 
sit at home and weep, but 
you have to get out there, 
Strutt your stuff and give 
yourself something else to 
think about. 

“One of the things I 
find helpful is to focus on 
my work. I have set up the 
Caron Keating 

Foundation, which helps 
cancer sufferers in 
Caron’s name. She would 
be thrilled with that I 
know. And I’m about to 
start presenting The 
^Heaven and Earth Show 
on the BBC from May. I 
am really looking forward 
to the challenge of doing 
this programme, which 
touches on my roots in 
terms of news and what’s 
current. It will be good 
for my head and I need to 
re-focus my brain a bit! ” 

Gloria’s started to 
smile as we talked about 
the grandchildren. “I’m at 
my best when my grand- 
children are here,” she 
said. “I am fortunate that 
I do see them a lot. We go 
to the movies, shows and 
go bowling together. I see 
Caron’s spirit so much in 
them. I am at my best 
with them because I see 
them carrying Caron’s 
spirit with them and her 
character moving them 
forward!” 
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Feature 


Ageing gracefully 

Actively embracing your faith contributes to a longer lifespan, statistics show. Eight out of ten older peo- 
ple say they pray regularly. Yet the spiritual needs of the elderly are often neglected. Here, Janet Parker 
explains why and how churches should reconsider ministry to this growing section of the congregation. 


HUMAN beings all share the same 
spiritual needs - love, hope, faith, 
something to worship and peace. 
We all need to feel useful, thank- 
ful, have our value accepted and 
we require to maintain personal 
dignity and self-esteem. To ignore 
these essential needs ignores an 
important part of what it means 
to be a human being. 

This inner being needs nurtur- 
ing and, as we grow in company, 
we need to ensure that people are 
able to continue to grow with oth- 
ers in the body of the church, 
whatever age they are. 

Paradoxically, as our ageing 
population grows ever larger our 
society most values and celebrates 
youth. Instead of celebrating the 
accumulated knowledge and life 
experience of older people they 
are often sub-consciously labelled 
as ‘past their sell-by date’ and can 
feel that they have nothing to 
offer a community that seems to 
emphasise ‘doing’ over ‘being’. 

Services, too, can alienate older 
members of the congregation as 


we strive to accommodate the 
young. Worship suddenly seems 
inaccessible. 

Perhaps it is not surprising then 
that, although most older people 
in our society grew up with some 
connection to the church, if only 
by having attended Sunday 
School, research now is showing 
some disaffection with organised 
religion. 

It is not just the older 
members of our congrega- 
tions who will lose out if 
we don't recognise and 
make use of the talents 
and gifts that they still 
have to offer. 

Many people, church-goer or 
not, like Christian Principles and 
expect the Church to engage with 
society’s social agendas. 

For some, spirituality lies at the 
heart of religion. But for many 
personal spiritual experience has 


become more significant than 
communal church life with a con- 
sequent loss of belonging. I often 
hear older people speak of believ- 
ing in a creator God but having no 
belief in life after death. 

If we accept this decline, allow- 
ing older people to become mar- 
ginalized or excluded, not only 
are we are missing the potential of 
a large and ever-growing group of 
people, we run the risk of them 
also losing hope - something to 
look forward to in this life and 
hope of life in the next. 

The Church is letting people 
down if they are denied hearing 
the Gospel proclaimed and 
explained. 

It is not just the older members 
of our congregations who will 
lose out if we don’t recognise and 
make use of the talents and expe- 
rience that they still have to offer. 

In the Diocese of Oxford the 
Board for Social Responsibility 
has been working on a project 
called Spiritual Care for older 
People (SCOP) which has looked 


at the issues for older people in 
our church communities. 

SCOP has explored ways to 
meet the spiritual needs of our 
older generation and hopes to 
raise awareness of these needs, 
allowing churches to consider 
their practices and adjust them 
where necessary. 

At Diocesan Synod last month 
we launched a new resource pack 
for parishes with fact sheets full of 
information and ideas to enable 
them to provide effective ministry 
to and by the elderly, from the 
way we talk to older members of 
our congregation to how we value 
them and include them. It looks at 
how we might meet their spiritual 
needs and what they might still 
wish to offer. 

We are also arranging training 
events addressing a range of pas- 
toral and practical issues and 
offering support to parishes in 
their outreach to older people. 

Janet Parker is consultant adviser 
to the SCOP project 



Spiritual Care 


for Older People 


Training and information 

SCOP resource packs are available from Alison 
Webster, Social Responsibility Adviser, priced 
£3.95. Contact Alison on 01865 2083213 or 
by email: alison.webster@oxford.anglican.org 

Future training event dates include: 

Wednesday 26 April in Faringdon focusing on 
the topic of visiting. 

Tuesday 3 October in Abingdon focusing on the 
topic of worship. 

On Thursday 6 July a major conference on 
‘The spiritual and pastoral needs of older peo- 
ple’ is being planned in Oxford. 

For further details contact Janet Parker on 
01367 870 394 or email her at 

j anet_scop@onetel.com 


The Door newspaper has the 
following Special Features coming 
up in our May issue: 


VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC ■ Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


STAINED GLASS & 
LEADED LIGHT WINDOW 
REPAIRS 

All repairs undertaken at 
reasonable rates. 

Please contact: David Lloyd Williams 
Eversley Cottage, Station Road 
Bledington, Chipping Norton 
Oxon 0X7 6UR 

Tel: 01608-658150 Mobile: 07909-746255 


Summer Holidays 
& Retreats 
Higher Education 
Property Special 

Deadline: 1 3 April 
For more details call 

020 7417 5802 

or email us: 
ads@churchnewspaper.com 


ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 





because Christianity isn’t 
black and white 

. . . the 
Church Times 
is 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
the UK 

For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 01502 71 I 171, or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I OBR 
Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 
Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Email B 6 D 00 RI 




+ 
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View from here 


Trading our humanity 



What's the 
f e r e n 
between a bar 
of chocolate 
and a human being? I some- 
times wonder. 

One answer might be that 
bars of chocolate may be 
fairly traded. Human beings 
cannot be 'fairly' traded, 
because they should not be 
traded at all. Yet across our 
world, they are, in their 
hundreds of thousands. 
Many for the purposes of 
sexual exploitation. They 
are always the poorest and 
most vulnerable people, 
with the fewest choices. 
This trade is the logical but 
horrific outcome of trans- 
national capitalism which, 
without the intervention of 
external ethical influences, 
commodifies anything if a 
profit can be made. 

On io March a landmark 
conference took place at 
Central Hall, Westminster, 
organised by CHASTE 
(Churches Alert to Sex 
Trafficking Across Europe, 
see www.chaste.org.uk). It 
was timed to coincide with 
the launch of 'Operation 
Pentameter' - police in part- 
nership with other organi- 
sations (including the 
churches) working to crack 
down on the serious and 
organised crime which 
underpins human traffick- 
ing. It included input from 
government ministers 
responsible for a new con- 
sultation document, 
'Tackling Human 
Trafficking: a UK action 
plan'. 

CHASTE has been work- 
ing for several years to sup- 
port the victims of traffick- 
ing - women and young 
people who have been 


duped into pros- 
titution in 

Eastern Europe, 
West Africa, 
south-east Asia, and 
brought to Britain to be 
imprisoned and sexually 
exploited. 

It's all about supply and 
demand. It is estimated that 
an additional 40,000 
women will be brought into 
Germany to work as prosti- 
tutes this summer during 
the World Cup! To satisfy 
the perceived demand many 
of the women will be the 
victims of human traffick- 
ing. 

Christian campaigning on 
sex trafficking is developing 
fast. The CHASTE confer- 
ence heard of a particularly 
imiovative idea from 
Protest4, a web-based social 
justice initiative 
(www.Pr0test4.com). They 
plan a beer mat campaign 
to address the 'demand' 
side of sexual slavery. 
Entitled, 'The Truth Isn't 
Sexy', beer mats will be 
placed in pubs and clubs up 
and down the country, 
telling the stories of women 
who've been sex-trafficked. 

In the foyer at 
Westminster Central Hall 
stands a life-size statue of 
John Wesley. As I collected 
my conference coffee, I 
smiled to see that one of the 
conference organisers had 
draped a 'Not for Sale' cam- 
paign t-shirt on him. How 
appropriate that the man 
who, over two hundred 
years ago, dubbed slavery 
'the execrable villainy' 
should be enlisted by 
CHASTE in this way. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser for 
Oxford Diocese 


dif- 
c e 


by 

Alison Webster 


Clergy News 


Revd Catherine Dyer, Priest in 
Charge, Linslade & Area Dean of 
Mursley, is standing down as Area 
Dean; Revd Dr Peter Groves, Priest 
in Charge Mary Magdalene, Oxford 
and University Chaplain at 
Brasenose, is standing down as 
University Chaplain; Revd John 
Kinchin-Smith, Incumbent, United 
Benefice of Newton Longville & 
Mursley w Swanboume & Little 
Horwood, is to be Rector, Chinnot; 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant and 
Crowell, Deanery of Aston and 
Cuddesdon; Revd Phillip Me^rs is 


to be Team Vicar, Quainton Benefice, 
Claydon Deanery; Revd Canon 
Ohver O'Donovan, is to be Professor 
of Christian Ethics, Edinburgh; Revd 
John Shearer, Incumbent of the 
Benefice of Nuffield, is to retire; 
Revd Dr Peter Steddon, Team 
Missioner, Langtree Benefice, Henley 
Deanery, is to be also Director, 
Oxford Industrial Chaplaincy; Revd 
Canon Jessica Turner, is to be Team 
Chaplain, Oxford Radclrffe Hospitals 
NHS Trust . We apologise for the 
mistake in this announcement last 
month. 


Making time for your Bible 


Making time to spend with God on a daily basis is 
a rewarding experience but, given the busy lives we 
lead, it can also be quite a challenge. Deciding it 
was time to address such a vital element of being 
Christian, one small Oxfordshire church has 
encouraged members to read their bibles by com- 
mitting as a group to daily readings - with surpris- 
ing results. Here they share their experience. 



WHEN we came to our parish 
among the very many good 
things we found was a small 
bookstand with leaflets and 
booklets which were available 
free. With these was a selec- 
tion of Bible reading notes 
from a variety of sources, cur- 
rent, out of date, and intro- 
ductory undated. Inevitably 
some looked a bit tired and 
were beginning to curl at the 
edges. 

So, what to do to encourage 
regular^ daily Bible reading in 
a smaller church? 

Our first reaction was to get 
a fresh supply of various cur- 
rent notes and to publicise 
them to our congregations. 
Then it helped to discover 
that someone was willing to 
act as an agent, to take orders 
and to handle the cash. 
However, it didn't take long 
to realise that this was proba- 
bly going to involve a lot of 
work for possibly little gain. 
How many people would try 
using the notes on offer? How 
would they choose which 
ones to order and would the 
effort involved in ordering 
them, distributing them and 
collecting the money be worth 
it in the end? 

Slowly, two ideas emerged. 
We decided to choose only 
one particular type of notes 
and then offer them to the 
congregation free of charge. 

New Daylight from the 
Bible Reading Fellowship was 
our choice but it is not alto- 
gether clear now just why this 
was! 


Using them personally for 
some weeks suggested they 
would appeal to our older and 
spiritually diverse congrega- 
tion. They are very easy to 
handle, are also available in 
large print and come just 
three times a year - which 
seemed just about right for 
promoting them. 

Making the notes available 


'We know that some 
of our regulars take 
them for others and 
some elderly people 
receive them personal- 
ly, providing an added 
pastoral link/ 


without payment to our regu- 
lar congregations and to visi- 
tors got the ready, generous 
support of our Treasurer. It 
wouldn't require opening an 
extra fund and would save 
work all round. Those taking 
the readings are invited to put 
the cost involved on the plate 
or add to their regular giving. 

The cost of notes would be 
relatively small compared to 
our overall budget, we 
thought. And, contrary to any 
previous thinking, ‘giving 
them away’ did not seem to 
undervalue them at all. 

What we didn't realise was 
how effective this simple 
approach would be. Our ini- 
tial order was 20 copies of 
New Daylight and they went 


in two weeks. Another 20 
went as quickly. The order 
crept up so that now we have 
80 on order plus 5 large print 
editions. 

It is helpful that they come 
in good time and for two 
Sundays one copy is put at 
each end of every pew as well 
as at the bookstand. We know 
that some of our regulars take 
them for others and some eld- 
erly people receive them per- 
sonally, providing an added 
pastoral link. 

In May 2005 the Survey of 
Church Attendance showed 
that over 60% of those pres- 
ent read the Bible at least once 
a week. 

Such widespread personal 
use of the daily notes by our 


church membership has had a 
knock-on effect, encouraging 
us to read the passage for the 
day, often more fully than in 
the notes, while we are 
together at midweek prayers 
and before church meetings. 

We have learned to quote 
from them in our sermons and 
at other times. And we have 
found that they provide a gen- 
tler alternative to offer to 
newcomers at Christmas and 
other times as well as the 
more obviously evangelistic 
'Why Jesus?' and 'On your 
Marks' which are also always 
available. 

Eddie Shirras is Priest in 
Charge of All Saints Church , 
Marcham. 




N Information about the work of 
Church House Departments with 
contact details 

■ Legal information about day to day 
parish issues 


OXFORD DIOCESAN YEAR BOOK 2005/06 


The most comprehensive 
and useable source of 
information about the 
Oxford Diocese 

ever produced! 


H Contact details for parish clergy, 
churchwardens and other officers 


■ Lists of chaplains and other 
non-parochial clergy 


■ Information about church facilities, 
including Sunday schools, toilets and 
disabled facilities 

The Year Book costs just £11 
(plus £2.75 post and packing). 

Call 01865 208200, or order online 
or download an order form at: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/yearbook 

Limited stocks still available. 


Diocese of Oxford 
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Letters 


to the editor 


Why religion needs 
humour and satire 


Acts chapter 6 
verse 12: ‘They 

stirred up the peo- 
ple as well as the 
elders and the 
scribes; then they 
suddenly confront- 
ed Stephen, seized 
him, and brought 
him before the council.’ 

The New Yorker is, I 
believe, a supreme example 
of comment and literature 
and the best in the world for 
cartoons. 

To give you a flavour - two 
black clad clergy in earnest 
conversation with one saying 
to the other: ‘Still, did you 
ever stop to think where you 
and I would be if it weren't 
for evil’. 

In another there is a couple 
on a cloud in heaven, wings 
drooping and faces sad. He 
says to her: ‘I just feel we’d 
know more people in Hell’. 
Or, the executive praying by 
his bed: ‘O Lord I do not ask 
for much, but when it comes, 
I pray you to make it of very 
good quality’. 

For something more sub- 
versive, you can turn to 
Private Eye. Where would 
we be without the satirist? A 
regular column sends up 
modern liturgy, mocking its 
cheery responses and its yen 
for participation at whatever 
cost. Older and modern 
forms are both good, but 
both need sending up. After 
all, religion, being the high- 
est calling of humankind, an 
attempt to reach out to the 
divine, is almost bound to be 
comical. 

God is beyond, while we 
are on earth and if we think 
otherwise, then the spreaders 
of banana skins need to 
bring us down to earth and 


remind us of the 
penultimacy of 
all our efforts. 

The pomposity 
of deans, the 
rantings of dema- 
gogues, the 
meanderings of 
gurus: none 

should be beyond the reach 
of humour, any more than 
should the spin of politi- 
cians. 

Rowan Atkinson’s views 
on the recent Bill before 
Parliament are right; religion 
needs humour and satire. 

That is not to say that any- 
thing goes from the satirist, 
for his or her art can descend 
to mere cruelty or insult. 
The satirist is not beyond 
criticism; the relationship 
should be reciprocal. 

Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr, was an articulate 
proponent of the faith. I do 
not know whether he used 
humour with the people of 
Jerusalem, but maybe he did, 
because they seized him and 
took him before the Council. 
Later he was dragged out of 
the city and stoned. The 
powerful had squashed the 
opposition, just as the 
Church itself often did when 
it became powerful. Total 
systems behave like that. 

We must never cease to 
reach beyond ourselves, or in 
Christian terms to seek sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Our antics in 
doing so are a thing of won- 
der, sometimes tragic and 
often downright funny. 
Mocking, humour, subver- 
sion yet with sensitivity; true 
for Moslems, atheists, 
Christians, all. 

The Very Revd Christopher 
Lewis 



Assisted dying; Keeping Sunday Special; Church on holiday; Parish interregnums 


Euthanasia 

OUR Bishop wrote a good 
argument (March DOOR) 
against the right to choose to 
die, and I would agree with 
him if we had an ideal health 
service. But we don't. 

He writes that 'we have 
one of the best systems of 
palliative care in the world'. 
But we don't - not overall. 
Our hospice care is wonder- 
ful but our NHS/council care 
is often horrendous. We hear 
in the news of elderly and 
sick people suffering in hos- 
pitals and in care homes 
where staff are untrained and 
uncaring. 

Science has prolonged life 
beyond age, disability and 
disease yet we are not pro- 
vided with the money and 
human resources to support 
them in dignity. GPs do not 
have the time to check on the 
elderly in their homes and 
health visitors have been 
withdrawn from this service 
which they once provided, so 
the elderly suffer greatly in 
many ways when they can't 
get adequate treatment. 

I am not sure which side of 
this movement that I would 
support but I do know that 
we should all be fighting for 
better care for the elderly 
and sick. 

Maureen R Davis 
New Marston, Oxford 


Keep Sunday Special 

THE attempt by supermarkets 
and other big stores to bring 
about an extension in Sunday 
trading hours has galvanised 
the Keep Sunday Special 
Campaign into renewed 

action aimed at persuading 
the Government not to make 
changes in the law at this 
point. 

Our concern, as I am sure is 
yours also, is that further 
intrusion into Sunday even by 
a few hours will completely 
destroy a day of rest for many 
more thousands of people. 


Our huge concern is that 
the Government appears to 
have gone ahead with 'an eco- 
nomic benefit assessment' 
without paying due regard to 
the social and family issues. 
We believe that further incur- 
sions in the weekend will add 
to the damage already done 
to family life by the diminish- 
ing number of hours parents 
spend with their children. 

We have recently received 
information that the DTI are 
asking their consultants to 
include the possibility of eas- 
ing trading restrictions on 
Easter Sunday. An Easter 
Day free of trading by large 
stores was our one victory in 
1994. To 'sneak' this in at the 
last moment is, in our view, 
quite deplorable. 

I am writing with the aim 
of re-activating churches in 
the diocese. To obtain a copy 
of the leaflet for churches or a 
simple-to-read brochure to 
promote concern more wide- 
ly, go to www.keepsun- 
dayspecial.org.uk or phone 
01223 566319 
John Alexander 
Campaign Manager, 

Keep Sunday Special 


Holiday Church 

ONE of the pleasures of holi- 
day is to go to church in an 
exotic place. There's always 
something unexpected and 
you get a strong sense of the 
universality of the church and 
the individuality of specific 
places. 

I think for instance of the 
Lutheran Church we attended 
in Hong Kong. It was readily 
apparent that we were the 
only non-Chinese among the 
700 or so congregation. We 
were warmly welcomed by 
two young women who pro- 
vided us with headphones to 
follow the translation on the 
radio link. After the service it 
transpired that it was the two 
young women who had pro- 
vided the translation as the 


service went along. 

Or the service in Innsbruck, 
Austria at the time of the 
wars in former Yugoslavia.. 
The pastor stood up to say 
that three more refugee fami- 
lies had arrived unexpectedly 
and he would be grateful if 
members of the congregation 
who would take them into 
their homes would come to 
see him afterwards. It was 
quite apparent that he had no 
doubt at all that places would 
be found for the refugees. I 
wondered what the reaction 
would be in my home church. 

Or the village near 
Vancouver where almost 
everyone was of Dutch ances- 
try. The morning service was 
merely the beginning of a full 
day of family activities for all 
the Dutch farmers who came 
in from miles around for their 
weekly get-together. 

I could go on and on, as I'm 
sure many of your other read- 
ers can. Perhaps they'd like to 
share their holidaying church 
experiences with us all. 

David Shepherd 
Woodstock, Oxon 


Interregnums 

WHILE on holiday in 
Oxfordshire I picked up a 
copy of The DOOR in a 
church. I was interested to 
read about the process which 
is already taking place to 
choose the next Bishop of 
Oxford. From the experience 
of the parish of Chalfont St 
Giles when I announced my 
retirement in 1998 I find it 
surprising that the process 
has started before the actual 
retirement of the Bishop in 
June. 

I gave the parish and the dio- 
cese ten months notice of my 
retirement so that the process 
of choosing a successor could 
get underway, thus avoiding 
the parish being left in limbo 
for a long time: The parish 
duly began the process, but 
was informed by the diocese 


that it was too soon to start. 
What happened was that 
nothing was done until I had 
left the parish and this result- 
ed in an unnecessary nine 
month interregnum. When 
this policy was challenged 
there were mutterings about a 
parish needing a time of 
'bereavement' before a new 
person arrived. My cynical 
mind at the time (and nothing 
has changed since) was that it 
had more to do with saving 
money than mourning the 
loss of an incumbent! 

The law requires that there 
should be four clear Sundays 
between one incumbent mov- 
ing on and another arriving. 

It seems what is going on 
with regard to Bishop 
Richard's successor is differ- 
ent from what happens in the 
parish. Is there a reason for 
this? Does the diocese not 
need a period of mourning as 
does the parish, or is my sug- 
gestion about the money 
nearer the truth than some 
would wish to acknowledge? 
Peter W Poole 

Rector, Chalfont St Giles '89-'99 

THIS letter makes a plea on 
behalf of small Churches such 
as ours for more serious 
thinking by the powers that 
reign in the matter of what is 
now called ‘The Vacancy’, 
which means managing with- 
out a minister. 

Our Rector gave his notice 
last October, but not until he 
had left did those responsible 
in head office do anything 
about his replacement, leav- 
ing the SCAN group without 
a spiritual leader for over six 
months. 

It is the opinion of some 
that this vacancy period is 
totally unnecessary. The sys- 
tem demands immediate 
change, review and action to 
get your man in within days, 
not months. 

Philip E Smith 

Sherington, Newport Pagnell 


Setting out on the road to finding your vocation 


The Apostle Paul famously 
likened the Church to the 
human body, pointing out that 
everyone has a ministry, but 
everyone’s ministry was differ- 
ent. And, although they may 
be different, they are valuable 
in the sight of God. While 
some may called to a ministry 
of prayer or welcoming, others 
may be called to a full-time 
ministry within the life of the 
Church. 

For every Christian, the 
question is how to discern 
which ministry is the right 
one. What gifts has God given 
for the purpose of building up 
the life of the Church? 

Every ministry has its 
roots in the life of prayer, and 


that involves listening to God 
speaking to us, directing us 
and challenging us. This might 
lead to a prophetic, priestly or 
pastoral mission, but hearing 
God’s voice is always what 
comes first. 

One of the first places to 
go in seeking direction might 
be your local priest or spiritu- 
al director. Meeting with such 
a person can help in sharing 
the spiritual journey and this 
can be of immense value in 
discovering the ministry God 
has each one of us. 

In the Church of England 
there are priestly and lay min- 
istries. 

The three-fold order of 
deacon, priest and bishop is 


recognised throughout the his- 
toric church traditions as it 
dates back to Bible times. 

In 2001 the General Synod 
of the Church of England 
described the work of a 
Deacon as: “The Deacon is a 
person on a mission, a messen- 
ger or ambassador, making 
connections, building bridges, 
faithfully delivering his or her 
mandate. 

“All Christian ministry, 
ordained or lay is grounded in 
diakonia (service) because it is 
all dependent on the funda- 
mental divine commission of 
the Church in service of the 
Kingdom.” 

Although there have been 
moves to recover what has 


been called a ‘distinctive dia- 
conate’, in reality it is often 
the first step in becoming 
priest. 

Applying for this 
process is not necessarily a 
quick affair, people are 
questioned about their call- 
ing and this is tested along 
the way. Academic training 
is then necessary on the 
road to being recommended 
for ordination. Although it 
can be a slow process, there 
is support from the diocese 
throughout. 

And the local vicar, or 
spiritual director, can help 
guide the candidate 
throughout the experience. 

But, as the Church of 


England points out: “We are 
all, ultimately, in full-time 
service for God.” 

For more information visit 


the Church of England’s web- 
site at: http://www.cofe.angh- 
can.org/lifeevents/ministry/ 


Greenwich School of Theology — Exclusively distance-learner 
research diploma degrees in Theology (ie DipTh. BA. MA. PhD) 
from a Christian perspective, with the following advantages: 

• Personal tutoring 

• Study in your own time 

• Moderate fees 

• Flexible payment plans 

• Students may begin at any time 

• All degrees are fully accredited 

For further details, please contact the Registrar at: 01757 702191 
or e-mail at: woody.gst@btopenworld.com 
or visit the GST website at: ww.gschooltheol.com 
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Church and children 


Putting fun into faith 


Make an Easter Cross 


SOMETIMES an object or a picture can evoke so much more 
than words. With children, especially, learning is through play 
and experience, so anything we can provide that lets them use* 
their senses to explore a concept will go a long way to helping 
them understand and remember the message. 

Some of the Walk with a Child workshops reflected the need 
to look at interactive ways of sharing God’s word, from puppets 
to drums to glue and glitter. Interestingly the adults seemed to 
enjoy these chances to ‘create’ as much as the children did. One 
workshop demonstrated how to make an Easter Cross. 

Easy to make and colourful, this is a great joint activity for 
church and youth groups, opening up many opportunities for 
discussion. It can also be included in a variety of ways during 
your Easter worship. 

Two crosses could be made and placed either side of a door or 
aisle for people to pass through as they enter the worship space. 

They could be carried as part of a Good Friday or Easter pro- 
cession. Or they could be placed at the front of the church where 
they could be referred to during services to stimulate discussion 
among worshippers of all ages. 

Young children will love the interactive possibilities with the 
bright ribbons and bells and can be encouraged to discover the 
shapes of the Cross or sit beneath it as they listen to the Easter 
story and learn about the symbolism of the Cross for Christians. 
You could place the Cross in the centre of the group and sing 
songs or pray around it. 

The Crosses could form part of a larger interactive display in 
which visitors to your church could be encouraged to view and 
explore the Easter message, possibly even pinning prayer 
requests to the ribbons. 


Here's how to make your own Easter Cross: 

If smaller children are involved it may be best to construct the 
basic shape of the Cross before the activity as sharp tools will be 
necessary. 

Use two lengths of 30mm x 30mm timber of 2.4m and 1.5m 
respectively. 

Carve a groove in the upright pole in which the horizontal 
pole will sit, then join with nails, wood glue or rope. 

Roping the poles together could form part of the activity ses- 
sion. 

The children could also be involved in sanding the timber to 
give a smoother finish and lessen the risk of splinters if the Cross 
is going to be carried or played with. 

Cut lengths of ribbon or crepe paper, the longest dropping 
from the horizontal bar to about 30cm from the floor. Choose 
colours traditionally associated with Easter - shades of purple, 
red and gold. 

Sew the ribbons onto two pieces of tape (to hang either side 
of the Cross). 

Drape the ribbons over the arm of the cross and fix firmly in 
place with drawing pins or glue, so that they cannot be pulled 
down. 

Tie ball bells to the bottom of some of the ribbons. 

Stand the Cross in a sturdy base. We used a wide log with a 
hole cut in the centre. 

Here, as with all stages of construction it is important to 
ensure that the elements are securely fixed in position, to avoid 
injury when children handle the Cross. 


Children enjoying the Easter Cross on display at the Walk with 
a Child day. + 


SOMETIMES when you plan an event you start 
with the outline but on this occasion it was the 
title which came first. When the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, first 
asked me to put on a conference for those 
working with children (and also include chil- 
dren) my thoughts turned to how we could 
hold the tension of children being present and 
yet not marginalised. 

The title came to mind while driving back 
from a meeting one evening: ‘To Walk with a 
Child’, and from that the seed of a plan that 
was to culminate, in the conference one cold 
Saturday in March this year in Marlborough 
School, Woodstock. 

We had lots of ideas of ways to inspire and 
encourage people in their efforts to help chil- 
dren grow in faith in their church and wider 
communities. But how many people would be 
attracted to such an event? Would they be will- 
ing to give up precious free time at the week- 
end? 

We needn’t have worried. With just over 
three hundred adults and one hundred children 
booked into the conference we were soon full 
to capacity! 

As the day began there was a palpable air of 
expectation, and perhaps some trepidation at 
what might lie ahead. 

Our goal was to bring together adults and 
children as much as possible to explore possi- 
bilities and concepts together and learn from 


each other. 

After the initial welcome and worship the 
adults left the main area to go to their semi- 
nars. The only point in the day when grown- 
ups and children were separated. Meanwhile 
the children were soon singing, dancing, 
engrossed in the high octane antics of Christian 
entertainer John Hardwick’s ‘Cool and Crazy 
Praise Party’. 

After that first hour adults and children, 
walked, played, talked and learned together 
through the rest of the day, choosing from a 
wealth of 30 workshops on offer. 

The three main streams were: Children in the 
Church; Children in Worship and; Developing 
Church and School Links. 

Workshops within those streams included 
sessions on everything from breakfast clubs, 
helping children feel it is their Church, to the 
challenge of ‘tweenagers’, praying, exploring 
the opportunities of baptism and Holy 
Communion. 

Hands-on workshops were very popular, 
with a chance, among other things, to learn 
more about Godly Play, pick up story-telling 
techniques, and play with puppets. 

Lunchtime in the Market Place was a buzz of 
excited chatter as, over lunch, groups 
exchanged stories of what they had been doing 
that morning. Then, after a quick look at the 
resources and interactive displays it was time 
to find their afternoon activities. 


Why is it that, though we were all children once, we find it so hard to know 
how to engage and enthuse today's children to grow in faith? Whether at 
school, in church or in our homes many of us feel the need for inspiration and 
guidance to help our children explore their spirituality. Which is why so many 
flocked to the recent diocesan conference which offered ideas and advice x To 
walk with a child'. Here, diocesan children's adviser Jenny Hyson reflects on 
a day packed with laughter, heartsearching and surprises. 


All too soon the day was drawing to a close 
with everyone gathering back in the main hall 
for our farewell worship and some photo- 
graphic reminders of the day. 

It was as we watched the images on the big 
screen that I knew the seed from that car jour- 
ney had borne fruit. The expressions on the 
faces said it all, from grandparents to toddlers 
all were focused on getting as much out of the 
day as possible. It was clear that the adults had 
had as much fun with puppets as the children, 
as well as dealing with the serious business of 
keeping rhythm with the amazing Psalm 
Drummers. Sometimes the adults were encour- 
aging the children and sometimes it was 


clearly the children showing the way. 

All would be going home tired but hopefully 
inspired with new knowledge and ideas. 

But a day like Saturday is only part of the 
story, the challenge now is to work with that 
same intention week by week in our churches 
and wider lives, looking for ways of integrating 
children into the heart of church mission and 
strategy, seeking oportunities for establishing 
good links with local schools, and creatively 
exploring ways of bringing the children into 
the heart of our worshipping communities, for 
as we welcome the children so we welcome 
Christ. 


Cathy Youngs and her daughter get to grips with clay lion-making 
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Your thoughts 
on the day 


AS well as a very full graffiti board, signed by 
adults and children alike with comments about 
the day, we asked some of you to tell us why 
you wanted to ‘Walk with a Child’... 

Luisa Edmond, aged 6, from Oxford, loved the 
puppets: ‘We’ve got two at Church already. 
They’re called Katy and Greg and they’re 
brother and sister. Katy is really forgetful and 
Greg is crazy. They come out to tell us stories 
and talk about feelings. They’re great. I think 
we should have a whole family of them.’ 

Leaders of children’s church work at St Peter’s 
Church, Earley in Reading, said: ‘It has been a 
mission inside our Church to encourage parents 
who want to bring their children for baptism to 
come along to the toddler services before and 
afterwards and gain some understanding of 
what it means to belong to the Church. It has 
been quite successful. 

‘With children it’s important to pitch your 
talk correctly and have lots of ideas to illustrate 
what you are trying to teach them, and it’s real- 
ly important to make it fun. The Glitter and 
Glue workshop this morning was excellent for 
new ideas.’ 


Rebecca Hoare and her daughter Emily had 
travelled from Steeple Aston for the conference. 
Rebecca told us: ‘This morning we did a dance 
workshop, looking at movement and worship, 
putting different movements together to 
express a prayer. I think combining the physical 
with prayer would be quite effective for chil- 
dren’s church.’ 

The Aukland family spent one workshop in 
Godly Play. Mrs Aukland confessed: ‘I was sur- 
prised. Before the workshop I couldn’t see how 
the concept could work with very small chil- 
dren but I can see now that, with the right 
story, it can work. We did the story of the Red 
Sea and afterwards one of my son’s recalled the 
story to me in great detail, so obviously it had 
captured his imagination and attention.’ 

Mr Aukland said: ‘I really believe in all age 
worship. I think the children appreciate being 
in the body of the church and adults can learn 
from the children. Having children there breaks 
down inhibitions and allows our worship to 
become, not childish, but childlike. I think 
today will give us encouragement in that as well 
as ideas for effective all age worship.’ 



Blowing bubbles in rainbow colours. Sharon joined fellow children’s church leaders from St 
Peter’s in Earley on the Glitter and Glue workshop which looked at craft ideas to depict the 
story of Noah. 


From Beckley in North East Oxfordshire the 
Lea family were delighted to be among so many 
other Christian families who wanted to active- 
ly help their children grow in faith. 
Mr Lea told us: ‘We belong to a small village 
church with only -a quarter of a vicar and a 
mainly elderly congregation. Generally children 
aren’t welcome in the Sunday services, except 
once a month. It’s very traditional. But there 
are families in the village who would like chil- 


dren’s church activities and it would be great to 
get something going. A day like this shows 
what is possible. We all enjoyed the puppet 
workshop this morning. 

Angela Berry from St Mary’s Church, Hitcham 
Lane, Burnham enjoyed the practical ways of 
praying with children workshop and the chance 
to access so many resources. Daughter Nathalie 
said of the day: ‘It’s great.’ 
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SET THE TRUTH FREE 

JOHN 8:32.. .THEN YOU WILL KNOW THE TRUTH, 

AND THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE 


ONCE IT WAS the Bible that shaped our 
nation. But that influence is waning 
fast - with less and less people valuing 
its message or living by its wisdom. 

That's the reason for this urgent 
wake up call from Bible Society. 

Our 8:32 campaign sounds the alarm about 
the scandal of Bible poverty. A poverty 
robbing millions of the truth that Jesus 
can set them free. And it's not only about 
the Bible in our own culture. Because - 

• More than half the world's languages are 
still waiting for even one book of the Bible. 

• Someone goes blind every 5 seconds - 
but the Bible in Braille exists in only 
30 languages. 

• Many of the world's poorest are 
Christians, but they can't afford to 
buy the Bible they long for. 

» A billion people can't read - but only 3% 
of languages have the Bible in audio. 

This is the other poverty that must 
be made history. And you and your 
church have a vital role to play in seeing 
it happen. 


We have some amazing 
stories to tell, and are 
ready to show you 
how you can help 
'set the truth free' 
for millions. 

Are we talking your 
language? Then 
claim your free 8:32 
DVD and resource 
pack today - so you 
can help change 
the world from right 
where you are. 


Free pack includes 
full 8:32 campaign 
resources including 
DVD & prayer guide. 


8 35 

SET THt rftUTM f HCL 
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Environment 
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Putting the environment at 
the top of the agenda 


By Matt Cresswell 

Question - To significantly 
reduce UK C02 emissions, 
which of these would you pre- 
fer to see? 

a) An expansion of both 
nuclear and wind generation 

b) Significant lifestyle changes 

c) Both 

d) Don’t Know/Neither 

This is just one of the ques- 
tions presented to customers 
of EBICo, an energy provider 
trying to win more green 
clients. With The Independent 
newspaper’s front page telling 
us almost daily that our envi- 
ronment is in dire straits, it 
comes as no surprise to find 
energy companies competing 
to fill the ‘environmentally 
aware’ market, including 
Christian organisations such 
as EBICo and Good Energy. 

EBICo, however, are 
claiming to be the only com- 
pany who ask what their cus- 
tomers actually want. Via a 
questionnaire sent to all their 
consumers, and to those inter- 
ested, they aim to discern Joe 
Public’s view of Britain’s con- 
tentious energy situation. The 
results from the questionnaire 
(downloadable from 

www.ebico.co.uk) will also be 
fed back into the 
Government’s present consul- 
tation programme. 

The Rev Hugh Lee, Chair 
of EBICo Ltd, said: “The 
Government is currently con- 
sulting the energy industry on 
the future of energy in the UK 
- where we get it from and 
how we use it.” 

He continued: “Some pro- 
found and far-reaching ques- 
tions are being asked, the deci- 
sions on which will affect all 
of us, our children and theirs. 
I think that everyone should 
have the chance to contribute 
to the debate that the consul- 
tation has sparked.” 

Some remain sceptical, 
however, that this consultation 
is merely an excuse for the 
government to a give a ‘green 
light’ to a third generation of 
nuclear power stations. These 
would be given credence over 
renewable energy sources; for 
example wind turbines, solar 
energy, hydropower and, late- 
ly, biogas. 

Nuclear energy has its 
obvious advantages, mainly 
that building and maintaining 
nuclear stations is less compli- 
cated than running renewable 
energy systems such as wind 
turbines. The results of the 
present re-assessment of 
Britain’s energy generation are 



Christian organisations are at the forefront of 
efforts to preserve the Earth’s environment 


expected this summer and 
many believe that Prime 
Minister Tony Blair is indeed 
keen to increase our reliance 
on nuclear power. 

Mr Lee believes this is just 
one side of the coin; he is 
determined that the battle is 
also fought by the consumer. 
He said: “Up until now, this 
debate has been seen as mak- 
ing a choice between more 
renewable energy and more 
nuclear power. This is false. As 
a country, we have some criti- 
cal questions to ask ourselves 
about the way we use energy 
and I hope that our briefing 
will help in a broadening of 
the debate.” 

He is convinced the choice 
is between how we use energy. 
If the UK is to reach the gov- 
ernment’s target of reducing 
C02 emissions up to 20 per 
cent by 2010 then UK con- 
sumers need a radical change 
in lifestyle. The consistent use 
of the private car must be seri- 
ously addressed as signs show 
an increasing reliance on what 
was once considered a luxury. 

Another way the consumer 
can reduce C02 emissions is 
by, believe it or not, running 
their own power station. Mr 
Lee explains this radical claim 
by insisting that recent devel- 
opments in micro-generators 
make this possible. This is sys- 
tems attached to domestic 
boilers which re-convert wast- 
ed energy to electricity and 


back into the national grid. As 
any jam maker will say, you 
take far more interest in con- 
sumption and waste if you 
produce the product yourself. 
This is the theory behind 
micro-generation, if con- 
sumers operate these ‘mini 
domestic power stations’ then 
they will be far more conscien- 


tious regarding energy usage. 

Prof David Infield, of 
Loughborough University, 
said: “We plan to look at the 
challenges of having many 
small generators in people’s 
homes and workplaces, 
prompted by the expectation 
that there will be a growth of 
solarvoltaics, micro-genera- 


tors and small wind turbines,” 
he said. 

“The electricity companies 
are a little apprehensive about 
how this new generation of 
supply will operate.” 

The Good Energy group, 
nevertheless, is undeterred and 
is currently investing heavily 
in micro-generation technolo- 
gy. Out of their 18,000 cus- 
tomers 150 already manufac- 
ture their own renewable 
power supported by Good 
Energy’s specially developed 
product Home Generation. 

Launched in May, 2004, 
this new product supports 
homes and businesses who run 
micro-generation by paying 
them for their total produc- 
tion, even the units they use on 
site. The micro-generation is 
measured through the cus- 
tomer’s existing meter effec- 
tively by-passing the need for 
costly external metering 
equipment. 

The scheme has been 
hailed a success and within the 
first six months Home 
Generation customers generat- 
ed 75MWh. It has consequent- 
ly won a shortlist award at the 
2005 Regen SW Green Energy 
awards. The company also 
plans to launch the stream- 
lined Smart Gen scheme this 
year which will reward medi- 
um-sized renewable genera- 
tors with a set price (reviewed 
yearly) for the electricity gen- 
erated. 


Wind, Hydro and Solar 
installations between 10 and 
75kW that export at least one- 
third of their total generation 
will be eligible for this scheme. 

As well as supporting 
micro-generation Good 
Energy are proud that they are 
the only company in the UK to 
deliver 100 per cent renewable 
energy. Their ethos is that 
Green Energy products should 
have the three following key 
attributes, # “transparency, 
additionality and auditabili- 
ty.” 

The company pride them- 
selves that they can state 
where all the power it distrib- 
utes is sourced, ranging from 
wind farms down to small 
solar roof systems, and it can 
show that this is above and 
beyond the requirement of the 
government. 

The effects of global 
warming are already with us; 
the United Nations recently 
referred to the worldwide 
depletion of rivers as a “disas- 
ter in the making”. It is now 
time for not just the govern- 
ment to act on the impending 
environmental crisis but also 
time for us, as the consumer; 
to start taking wise, informed 
decisions regarding our energy 
choices. 

Both these companies 
EBICo Ltd and Good Energy, 
who endorse Christian princi- 
ples, are ahead of the game in 
the fight for earth. 
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Fairtrade Food 


Raspberry Beetroot Relish 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

I was turning out a drawer recently and came across a browning, tattered piece of paper from 
the Bucks Advertiser dated July 1977 with photos and an article on the party that was thrown 
^y the students of the City and Guilds Food and Family Course to celebrate the end of the three 
year training at Amersham College, which taught all aspects of cooking, from day to day meals, 
to advanced cooking, costing, presentation and how to run one's own catering business. This 
last I did for a period, but found that it wasn't very well paid for the amount of work involved. 

1 noted with pleasure that I had fulfilled everything I had decided to do with my newly acquired 
qualification. The recipe below is really delicious if you are giving an Easter party. 

Ingredients 

2 lb cooked beetroot 
1/2 pint water 
1/2 pint vinegar 
1 packet of raspberry jelly 

NB These quantities are for 20 people 
for home-use cut the quantities in half. 

Keeping life is one week. 

Method 

Dice the skinned beetroot into cubes of 
about 1/4 - 1/2 inches. Place in a jelly mould. 

Dissolve jelly in the 1/2 pint of boiling water. 

Add the vinegar, stir and pour over the beetroot until it starts to float. 

Allow it to set then turn out and serve with cold meats. 



Fairtrade forges ahead 


FAIRTRADE Fortnight 
proved even busier than 
expected in the Oxford 
Diocese, with scores of 
churches organising special 
services, stalls and events. 

In the past five weeks the 
diocese has also received thir- 
ty-seven forms from churches 
indicating their support for 
Fairtrade, moving us ever 
closer to the number needed 
to qualify as a Fairtrade 
Diocese (60% of diocesan 
churches, or about 480). 

The names of churches 
which have signed up can be 
found at www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/thedoor/fairtrade_pa 
rishes.html. 


SIGN UP 

FOR FAIRTRADE! 

If your church hasn't regis- 
tered its support and would 
like to y please download the 
form at www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/fairtrade 
email ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 
or ring 01865 378059. 



The DOOR has teamed up with Cafe Direct to give away five Cafe 
Direct Fairtrade goody bags. Just send a postcard with your 
name and address to: Fairtrade Giveaway, The DOOR, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ON B. The good- 
ies will go to the first five postcards received. 




Enjoy the luxury of the lofted honeymoon suite 
complete with Victorian bath, double volume 
shower, and your own romantic fireplace. 


Scrumptious breakfast, fireside hospitality with 
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere will entice 
you to linger that extra day. 


Personalized and professional attention by the 
owner, Tersia de Vos, ensures your stay a 
memorable one 

Please contact: de Oude Pastorie (The Old 
Rectory) 

Tel/Fax +27 (0) 285143016 
E-mail oudepastorie@icon.co.za 


Pastorie ( The Old Rectory) 


Nestled under the Langeberg Mountains, in the 
beautiful Boland town of Swellendam, this 
magnificent Victorian style house has wel- 
comed visitors from all comers of the world. 
The peaceful settings of the gardens, to the 
warmth of the decor, and comfort and service to 
the visitor, guarantees their return. 

This historical building traditionally housed the 
pastor of the adjoining church. 

in a stately manor home. A 
of Cape Dutch and Victorian 
lavishly appointed furnishings. A 
spacious garden for leisurely private time. In 
every possible way - a home away from your 
own. 


Smart mobile home 
at Lulworth on 
Dorset coast. 

All rooms heated, 
fully fitted kitchen. 
Sleep 6. 

Dog allowed. 
Marvellous beeches 
and cliff walks nearby. 

Tel: 01582 763219 



HOLY LAND TOURS 
NOVEMBER 2006 
Or let us plan 
one for you. 

Call Mark on 

4871 6660 262 

mark@mibtravel.co.uk 

MIB TRAVEL IS A RETAIL 
AGENT OF ATOL 2893 


MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2006. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 
Td: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



Peaceful holidays in 
SOMERSET 

A charming 18C cottage in 
ODCOMBE, near the Dorset 
Border. 

Good touring centre, 
Many local attractions - walks, 
gardens, Natl. Trust houses. 
Sleeps 2 - 3. 

Tel/Fax: 01935 862127 


DEVON 

um tmm 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 

2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pool. 

Games Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 

Shod breaks avaSabte 
Tel: 01271382376 
www.rwrttKKXernanorfarm.co.i^ 



COTTAGE to rent in 
YORKSHIRE DALES! 

Stunning location. Open 
fire. Excellent walking, 
cycling, birding, relaxing. 
Sleeps 2 (+2 on Sofabed) 

Tel: 01 13 281 2735 
b@surefish.co.uk 


Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 


BULGARIA 

2 bed apartment, overlooking 
pool, In southern black sea 
resort of Sunny Beach, 20 miles 
from Bourgas airport Sleeps up 
to 6. Fully equipped. 5/10 min 
walk to blue flag beach and 
3km from world heritage village 
of Nessebar. All services and 
restaurants on doorstep. 
Season starts May 2006 
TEL 01280 848393 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 


Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 


Horn only £89.95 per couple in Europe 


From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP _ 


m 

INSURANCE 

FT Mt 

HIT 

2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

IlflMH 


agrflj. We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
nWipg*; higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 




60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 a 



he right clientele to your 


Do you want first class 
professional service ? 


Why not give our team a call 
and see what we can do for you? 


For a limited time, we are otic ring an S37ri alHfHssues 
of the Dtxn* tor ihe pri<*e of 8!! 


Call m now on 020 7417 5802 


You can also email us at ads@churchnewspaper.com 
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Rebuilding lives with microfinance 


‘IF you want to help communities, give 
people jobs. If you economically empow- 
er people then they are able to make 
choices about food, education and hous- 
ing. You are making whole people so that 
they can join the community and are not 
beholden to charity hand-outs. One of 
the things that micro-enterprise does is to 
take people off dependency addiction and 
enable them to break out of poverty 
themselves.’ This is the view of Christian 
entrepreneur David Bussau whose micro- 
finance charity, Opportunity International 
(OI), has its UK arm in Oxford. 

Last year (the UN Year of Microcredit) 
OI made more than one million small 
loans to poor people in 27 countries who 
otherwise had no access to banks or 
financial services, to help them use their 
talents to create small businesses and pro- 
vide for their families and communities. 
This visionary concept is recognised by 
the UN, the World Bank and aid agencies 
across the world as a key weapon in the 
fight against poverty. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
said: ‘It [microfinance] is recognition that 
poor people are the solution, not the 
problem.’ 

David’s own life epitomises his belief in 
helping people to help themselves. 


Brought up in an orphanage in New 
Zealand, he entered the world of busi- 
ness, aged 16, with a hot dog stand out- 
side a football stadium. From hot dogs he 
moved on to hamburgers then bakeries, 
manufacturing and food distribution. By 
the age of 35 he was a multi-millionaire 
in the construction industry in Australia. 


'One man told me he had had 
to mortgage his unborn baby to 
loan sharks/ 


But, he says, the course of his life 
changed in 1973 when Cyclone Tracey 
decimated Darwin and he was among 
those who responded to help. He decided 
then to sell his business and devote his 
time to helping people in need. 

His experiences working to rebuild a 
town after an earthquake on Bali in 
Indonesia told him that equipping people 
to be productive was better than provid- 
ing them with short-term aid. 

Opportunity International was born. 
The charity’s ethos places emphasis on 
the holistic transformation of the individ- 
ual, stating that ‘the underlying Christian 
ethos to the work asserts that each indi- 


vidual is born in the image of God with 
unique gifts and talents. A microloan 
enables those gifts to flourish and the 
individual to gain self-worth by breaking 
out of poverty’. 

David explains: ‘One man told me he 
had had to mortgage his unborn baby to 
loan sharks. He wept saying his baby, still 
in its mother’s womb, was inheriting 
three generations of debt. This told me 
building the dam, the church, the school 
and the bridge didn’t help this person.’ 

‘We lent the man some money to buy a 
sewing machine so that he could be pro- 
ductive between harvests and the man 
repaid the loan in about four months. To 
us the glorious thing was that the baby 
was projected onto the planet debt free. 4 

Over 85% of OI’s loans are given 
through Trust Banks, a group of self- 
selected individuals who act as each 
other's collateral, enabling them to devel- 
op their businesses and provide for their 
families. Repayment rates average about 
97%, enabling loans to be recycled every 
six months. In addition the charity also 
provides savings schemes, death benefit 
funds, insurance, training and advice. 

To find out more about Opportunity 
International, call 01865 725304 or visit 
the website www.opportunity.org.uk 



David Bussau Photo courtesy of Opportunity International 


Freshwater East 

Permbrokeshire. 
Well-equipped adjacent 
Holiday Homes. 
Beach 250 yds. Sleeps 
1-6. From £130pw. 
Clergy Discount. 

Sorry no Pets 
0151-486-2745 


Earn £50-£100 
a month 

For just 2 hrs work 
a week 

Great for churches 
& charities 
Call Chris Mason 

0800 298 3823 





• Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data protection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0-1 IS 027 8201 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

W«3fc>: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 
LJ nit 2 B roxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham INI <33 6QP 


VINO SACRO LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 1 30 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 


By Christians . . . for Christians . . . 
EXCELLENCE IN BONE CHINA 


MUGS 


PLATES, THIMBLES 

for Fund-raising and 

Christian Outreach 
also FRAMED PRINTS, and 
Teatowels, Bookmarks, Pens, 
Pencils, Coasters, etc., all with 
superb co-ordinated design 


CHOWN CHINA 

0 1 269 7 1 336 1 chown@diownchifia.co.uk 

www.chownchina.co.uk 


Kingsmark 


• Factory direct prices 

• Wide choice of wooden an< 

metal chairs 

• S&nples always available 




I FREEPHONE 
0800 374232 

www.kingsmark.co.uk 
Kingsmark Furniture Limited 
Railway Street, Great Bridge,Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 7 AD 


Coach House to let: £650p/m 

1 Bedroom, furnished in quiet village 
location near Wantage. Suit experienced 
gardener. Reduced rent in return for help 
in garden. 

Tel: 01235 868248 


JSiF Functions 

Outside Caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home. Everything 
served to your specifications, reliable 
and fully trained staff. 
Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
visit us at www.jffunctions.co.uk 


htrodKiflg 
TIE lESMRCi PAGE 

Next month we are re-introducing a handy Resources Page 
offering a low cost option to keep your name regularly and 
easily to hand when church leaders need it, and this WILL 
ALSO APPEAR in two Diocesan monthly newspapers - the 
Oxford Diocesan title The Door, which circulates 40,000 copies 
in Oxfordshire, Bucks and Berks, and the Newcastle Diocese 
newspaper The Link, with 15,000 copies. 

63,000 copies (158,000+ readers) for as little as £9.75 per see 
(+vat) on a series of 9 or more. 

It will appear in CEN on the last Friday of the month, and in the 
next month’s two diocesan papers (copies in churches by the 
first of the month). The deadline for each month is 15th. 

You can book into this feature for just £15 per s.c.c. or SAVE 
by taking a series at a substantial discount on the basic rate: 

3-5 issues - 25% off (=£11.25 per see + vat) , 

6-9 issues - 30% off (=£10.50 per sec + vat) 

10-12 issues - 35% off (=£9.75 per sec + vat) 

Contact us by email at ads@churchnewspaper.com, ring 020 
7417 5800 and ask for advertising, or fax us on 020 7216 6410. 
Any of our staff, Craig, Sue, Heinrich or Chris will be delighted 
to serve you. 

Deadline tor May: April 13th 
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Archbishop’s challenge to all 
those working in education 


The Archbishop of Canterbury recently 
addressed a major consultation on the Church 
and education. In the context of his speech, Dr 
Rowan Williams made some specific proposals 
to all those involved in Anglican educational 
institutions. This is an edited extract from his 
address. 


I would like to mention a few 
practical implications for tak- 
ing this forward in what 
remains overall a positive and 
supportive public climate. 
This reinforces the need for 
high quality Religious 
Education across the field, and 
we need continuing pressure 
for the best. The National 
Society’s guidance, issued last 
year, is of key importance 
here. 

Particularly within the 
church school, RE should be 
on offer throughout the whole 
time of schooling; and it is cer- 
tainly a mark of a church 
school doing its job when it 
encourages a significant num- 
ber of students to take RE at A 
Level. 

More Anglican schools 
taking up the A Level in 
Theology that some have pio- 
neered would be wonderful. 
*More focused development 
overall of the post- 16 agenda 
is an imperative. 

But one fundamental prin- 
ciple which can be supported 
by all, in accord with the 
recent aspirations agreed by 
government and faith leaders, 
is that in a faith school a good 
religious education is one 
which teaches students some- 
thing of other faith commit- 
ments, helping them to under- 
stand them with just the same 
‘internal’ sympathy that is 
expected in the approach to 


their own belief. 

Thus strong and explicit 
Christian commitment should 
never be an alibi for failing to 
help students grasp the feel- 
ings and motivation of believ- 
ers in other faiths — or of con- 
vinced unbelievers, for that 
matter. 

And there may be oppor- 
tunities for schemes in which, 
where possible, students from 
Christian schools of different 
confessional background are 
able to spend time in a school 
of another denomination; and 
even opportunities for stu- 
dents from schools of different 
faiths should be able to have 
exchange arrangements. This 
is a vision shared by myself 
and the Chief Rabbi, and it is 
something we are both keen to 
promote in our communities 
and to encourage among those 
responsible for Sikh and 
Muslim schools. 


And given that other reli- 
gious groupings don’t have 
faith schools as such in this 
country (though a Hindu 
school is due to open before 
long), it could also be impor- 
tant to make sure that individ- 
ual students of whatever faith 
in community schools could 
spend time in a faith school of 
a tradition other than their 
own. 

Earlier I mentioned the 
continuing unclarity in the 
minds of some about admis- 
sions. Admissions become a 
problem when schools are 
seen to be achieving goals that 
parents endorse; but the result 
is often a lot of headache and 
heartache in the maintenance 
of a just and constructive poli- 
cy. This is one reason why the 
current very successful cam- 
paign for more church second- 
aries is so important. But the 
situation means that we need 


some simple objective criteria, 
applicable across the country, 
for admissions; and, to avoid 
misunderstanding, some clear 
public commitment in the 
whole sector to guarantee 
places for local children and 
for children of other faith 
backgrounds. This was a pri- 
ority clearly stated by my 
predecessor in an article in the 
TES four years ago, and still of 
great importance. 

If such criteria could be 
embodied in advice from 
Diocesan Boards of Education 
to VA Governing Bodies, and 
if Governing Bodies could be 
required to follow such advice 
— perhaps by provision in the 
new Education Bill - we 
should be well on the way to 
countering a persistent misrep- 
resentation and also to exclud- 
ing any possibility that admis- 
sions policies could ever be 
used for purposes alien to 


their expressed goals. 

The National Society 
clearly has a crucial role in 
developing and clarifying cri- 
teria along these lines, and I 
look forward to seeing 
progress in this area. 

One other matter which is 
obviously of cardinal signifi- 
cance in the whole picture is of 
course the quality of leader- 
ship in our schools at every 
level. 

The Dearing report laid 
strong emphasis on the need 
to present young Christians 
with the challenge to see 
teaching as a vocation, a 
major way of sharing in God’s 
mission (once again, not as a 
platform for proselytising but 
as a context for witness and 
for taking forward the values 
of the Kingdom of God in 
ordinary life). We now need a 
policy that will push this for- 
ward; it would be a very posi- 
tive step towards this if we 
could develop a network of 
diocesan advisers who would 
support young people (and 
not young people only) 
exploring a possible calling to 
teach. 

The work of the ecumeni- 
cal Transforming Lives proj- 
ect, supported by the 
Jerusalem Trust, is of signifi- 
cance here; but this priority 
needs to get into the DNA of 
every diocese. And alongside it 
we need to remember the 



training and support needs of 
clergy involved in school 
work, even casually; the visit- 
ing local cleric has a capacity 
for doing a great deal of harm 
as well as a great deal of good! 
And certain basic bits of train- 
ing can make a considerable 
difference. 

Clergy carry a heavy load 
of expectation as church 
schools develop further — in 
pastoral support, in teaching 
support, in governance. This 
should not become yet anoth- 
er unmanageable anxiety for 
the overworked cleric; we 
need the best possible 
resources to prevent this. 

So we should be looking 

for: 

- nationwide criteria for 
admissions, guided by the 
National Society and rein- 
forced by statutory authority; 

- universal adoption of last 
year’s guidelines for teaching 
about other faiths and an 
exploration of the possibilities 
of furthering this also through 
exchanges between schools; 

- a definite programme of 
encouragement through dioce- 
san structures of the vocation 
to teach. 

All these represent no 
more than a further outwork- 
ing of commitments that are 
already there. But a full imple- 
mentation of them will at least 
help to set aside more firmly 
the various urban myths about 
faith schools that bedevil us 
(perhaps I should call them 
metropolitan myths rather 
than urban, since the anecdo- 
tage is disproportionately 
London-related). 

I have attempted to outline 
the case for church schools 
and other faith-based institu- 
tions as a guaranteed element 
in a sound and creative 
national educational policy, 
and I fully believe it is a solid- 
ly grounded case, practically 
and intellectually. But the best 
argument is still excellence in 
practice. Happily, we have 
abundant evidence of that. 

Today we can celebrate 
this excellence with gratitude 
to all those on the front line, 
who continue to maintain the 
extraordinary standards of 
intellectual, pastoral and cre- 
ative work that characterise 
our Anglican schools. 

I hope today’s event will 
renew everyone’s energy and 
willingness to tell this story 
and to make sure that it con- 
tinues to grow from strength 
to strength as a contribution 
to a nation’s ongoing learning 
and public maturity. 
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Archbishop defends the place of 
Church schools in modern society 


By Ed Beavan 

THE ARCHBISHOP of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan 
Williams, set out a rigorous 
defence of faith schools recent- 
ly and rebuffed claims they 
favour middle-class families 
and lead to divisions in socie- 
ty* 

Speaking at the National 
Church Schools Conference at 
Westminster, Dr Williams 
rejected criticism that church 
schools ‘indoctrinate’ children 
with irrational beliefs, and 
instead pointed to their unify- 
ing role in the community, 
especially in deprived areas. 

The speech coincided with 
the results of a survey carried 
out by researchers ORB which 
found seven out of 10 people 
believe Church schools play a 
positive role in educating chil- 
dren. 

The poll also highlighted 
that 62 per cent of respon- 
dents from non-Christian faith 
groups agreed that Church 
schools play a positive role in 
society. 

In his speech, the 
Archbishop argued Church 
schools have already proved 
their ability to reach out 
across faith boundaries and 
build confidence amongst 
minority communities. 

He said: “The often-for- 
gotten fact that church schools 
are the main educational pres- 
ences in some of our most 


deprived communities means 
that it simply cannot be said 
that these schools somehow 
have a policy of sanitising or 
segregating. 

“Church schools are 
among the relatively few pub- 
lic institutions generally 
regarded with trust by minori- 
ty religious communities. 

“And it is this which gives 
the lie to any idea that faith 
schools are automatically 
nurseries of bigotry.” 

Rejecting the charge that 
faith schools ‘indoctrinate’ 
children with irrational 
beliefs, Dr Williams argued 
they teach widely held and 
inherited moral and ethical 
values in context. 

He said: “It might look 
attractive, as it did to so many 
rationalists in the 18th and 
19th centuries, to say that we 
all start with blank slates, but 
in the actual historical world, 
people learn from a variety of 
stories, practices and relation- 
ships. 

“And for the majority, 
these naturally and unselfcon- 
sciously include religious ele- 
ments. 

“The struggle to keep 
them out of view or to 
demand that they be dropped 
in a sanitised container at the 
entrance to any educational 
institution is not a sensible one 
to get involved in.” 

During the speech Dr 
Williams also called for the 


4,700 Church of England 
schools to adopt a nationwide 
standard for admissions and 
to universally adopt guidelines 
on teaching about other faiths, 
as well as encouraging more 


young people to go into teach- 
ing. 

But the Archbishop did 
not touch on the controversial 
subject of church schools’ 
employment policies which 


have been called into question 
recently. 

Last week a teacher at a 
Catholic secondary school in 
Glasgow won a landmark dis- 
crimination case after being 


refused a promotion because 
he was an atheist. 

In future church schools 
will not be able to reserve key 
posts for teachers from their 
own denomination. 


OUR 
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Sat 1 OXFORD Oxfam Group 
Book Fair, Wesley Memorial 
Church Hall, New Inn Hall St, 
9.30am-5pm. 01865 472226. 

Sat 1 BANBURY Elgars The 
Kingdom, Banbury Choral Society, 
St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm, Tickets 
£10 01295 259855 
Sun 2 SUTTON COURTENAY 
J.S.Bach St John Passion (All Saints 
Singers 8c Orchestra), All Saints’ 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets 01235 
848205, <www.allsaintssingers. org>. 
Sun 2 COOKHAM Service for 
Passion Sunday with Schutz’s The St 
Luke Passion (gentlemen of Holy 
Trinity Church Choir), Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 

Sun 2 DORCHESTER-on- 
Thames Contemplative Fire (a 
fresh expression of church), con- 
templative Eucharist, Abbey 
6.30pm. 01494 758878, <www. 
contemplativefire.org>. 

Sun 2 OXFORD Haydn, Creation 
(Kennington 8c District Church 
Choirs), Holywell Music Room 
3pm. Free; collection for Oxfam. 
01865 735885. 

Mon 3 AMERSHAM-on-the- 
Hill Concert: Hermitage Ensemble 
from St Petersburg, St Michael 8c 
All Angels Church 8pm. Tickets 
01494 726680. 

Hie 4 OXFORD Biber’s Mystery 
Sonatas 12, 13, 14, Queen’s College 
Chapel 6.15pm. Free; collection for 
Medecins sans Frontieres, Amnesty, 
Oxfam. 01865 246809. 

Thu 6 NETTLEBED Seven 
Words: meditation in words, music, 
dance, St Bartholomew’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets 01491 641280. 


Thu 6 - Sun 9 OXFORD 

(Headington Quarry) St Mark’s 
Gospel, a Dramatic Reading 
(Creation Theatre Company), Holy 
Trinity Church, 7.30pm (8,9 April 
also 2.30pm). Book 01865 245745, 
<www.creationtheatre.co.uk>. 

Fri 7 ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 
‘A Tango through France’ flute and 
piano recital, All Saints’ Church 
8pm. Refreshments; retiring collec- 
tion. 0118 972 2844. 

Sat 8 OXFORD Coffee Morning 
and Bring 8c Buy Sale in aid of 
Church Mission Society, St 
Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd, 
10.30-12pm. Talk on Tanzania. 
Sat 8 DEDDINGTON Seven 
Words’: meditation for Lent in 
words, music and dance. Parish 
Church 7.30pm. 01869 337052. 
Sat 8 HENLEY on Thames 
Contemplative Fire: Pilgrimage to 
Now (3-mile circular walk). Hemes 
Manor 9.30am-2pm; bring lunch, 
waterproof, boots. 01494 758878; 
<www.contemplativefire.org>. 

Sun 9 BRAY, Maidenhead Bach, 
St John Passion (Pepys Choir; 
Ensemble of St Michael’s Church), 
St Michael’s Church 5.30pm. 
Tickets £l0/£5 01628 774241. 

Sun 9 COOKHAM Service of 
Reflection for Palm Sunday, Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm. 

Sun 9 WIGGINTON near Tring 
Contemplative Fire (a fresh expression 
of church), contemplative Eucharist, 
Wick Bam 6.30pm. 01494 758878, 
<www. contempktivefire.org>. 

Sun 9 SILCHESTER Palm 
Sunday walk from village to Roman 
amphitheatre, recreating Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem; ends with dramatic 
presentation of trial and crucifixion. 
Walk 9.50am village hall; open-air 
service amphitheatre 11am. 0118 


970 0647, 0118 970 0546. 

Hie 1 1 OXFORD Biber’s Mystery 
Sonatas 15 & Passacaglia Queen’s 
College Chapel 6.15pm. Free; col- 
lection for Medecins sans Frontieres, 
Amnesty, Oxfam. 01865 246809. 
Wed 12 TILEHURST Stainer 
Crucifixion (Reading Concert 
Singers 8c Church Choirs), St Mary 
Magdalen Church 7.30pm. 0118 
942 5290. 

Fri 14 READING Stainer 
. Crucifixion (Reading Concert 
Singers 8c Church Choirs), St Agnes 
Church, Whitley, 7.30pm. 0118 942 
5290. 

Fri 14 OXFORD Bring and Sing 
Mozart’s Requiem , St Giles’ Church; 
rehearsal 3.30pm, performance 
7.30pm (tea 8c hot cross buns for 
performers between two). £8 at door 
01865 310686, <www.rscm- 

oxford.org.uk/Mozartrequiem.htm>. 
FRI 14 COOKHAM Service for 
Good Friday with Maunder’s Olivet 
to Calvary (Holy Trinity Church 
Choir), Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm. 
Sat 15 - Sun 16 WEST 
WYCOMBE Church teas, tower 
open St Lawrence Church 12-5pm. 
Sun 16 COOKHAM Carol Service 
for Easter Day, Holy Trinity 
Church, 6.30pm. 

Thu 27 COOKHAM DEAN 

Organ concert John the Baptist 
Church 8pm. Tickets 01628 
529861. 

Thu 27 BANBURY Banbury 6c 
District Art Society Exhibition, St 
Mary’s Church, 10am-4pm (Sun 
12-4pm) 01280 700860 (until 30th) 
Sat 29-Sun 30 IFFLEY Painting 
Country Churches Weekend: 
Watercolours (for beginners and 
experienced painters), St Mary’s 
Church, Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 
2-5pm. 01865 340633, <www. 


rebecca.hind.com>. 

Sat 29-Mon 1 May WING Book 
Titles’ Flower Festival All Saints’ 
Church, Sat 6c Mon 10am-5pm, 
Sun llam-5pm. Teas, snacks, 
Teddy Tower Tumble, music, guided 
tours of church. 

MAY 

Mon 1 May WING see 29 April 
Thu 4 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association ‘Nathaniel Woodard - a 
Victorian Vision for Christian 
Education’, Christ Church, 
10.30am. 01865 883805. 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 CHESHAM Art 
Exhibition (local artists), Christ 
Church, Waterside. Fri. 7.30- 
9.30pm, Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 
1 lam-5pm. 01494 725228. 

Sat 6-Sun 7 COTTISFORD 
‘Words and Music’ Flower Festival 
St Mary’s Church 10am-6pm. 
01280 847991. 

Sat 13 THAME Contemplative 
Fire Living the Mystery: course 
exploring way of Christ the 
Contemplative, Thame Barns 
Centre. Book 01494 758878. 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 


Notice 

Jail Break, the musical by Roger 
Jones (the story of Paul in 
Philippi based on Acts 16), will be 
performed in St Mary’s Church, 
Banbury on 7 July. Singers are still 
needed: rehearsals begin Tue. 25 
April, 7.30pm in Banbury area. 
Contact Jenny or Eddie Smith , 
tel 01295 711915. 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral: 
Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter 

Palm Sunday 9 April 

10am Sung Matins with sermon; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist with sung 
Passion Gospel 

Holy Monday 10 April 

6pm Sung Evensong with sermon 

Holy Tuesday 6pm Sung 
Evensong with sermon 
Holy Wednesday 6pm Said 
Evening Prayer; 7.30pm Mozart 
Requiem sung by Cathedral Choir, 
an act of devotion {free; collection) 
Maundy Thursday 6pm Said 
Evening Prayer; 7.30pm Sung Eu- 
charist followed by watch to 11pm. 
Good Friday 10am Good 
Friday Liturgy; 6pm Sung Evensong 
with sermon 

Easter Eve 6pm Sung Even- 
song; 9pm Easter Vigil and Confir- 
mation Service 
Easter Day 16 April 
8am Holy Communion; 10am Sung 
Matins with sermon (Dean); 

11.15am Sung Eucharist with ser- 
mon (Bishop of Oxford) 

Plus ... 

Friday 21 April 6pm Special 
Evensong to Commemorate the 
Queen’s 80th Birthday 6pm, 
followed by refreshments 
Office 01865 276155; 

< www.chch.ox.ac.uk> 


Starting after Master 

Praying at One: new Daily 
Service in the Cathedral 

Ten-minute service of prayer at 
lpm Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays in the Latin 
Chapel, Christ Church Cathed- 
ral (Wednesdays: Holy Com- 
munion). All welcome: shoppers, 
those working in Oxford, any- 
one who would like to make 
time for God in a busy day. 
Cathedral office: 01865 276155 


Courses, Workshops 

Rural Church 

4 May A Mission Shaped Rural 
Church Twice-yearly North 
Oxfordshire 8c Cotswolds Rural 
Study Group, Rockhill Cottage, 
Chipping Norton 7.30-9.30pm. 

9 May Faith in the Rural South 
East Forum for all interested in 
discussing rural and faith issues 
with colleagues across south east 
region, Trinity House, Southwark, 
London, 12pm. 

Revd Glyn Evans , Diocesan Rural 
Officer, 01295 788021 , 
<glynpe@tiscali.co.uk> 

Growing Leaders 
8 April Growing Leaders 
Training Day to provide practical 
insights for the local church, 

St Clement’s Family Centre, Cross 
St, Oxford, 10am. 

Nadia Evans , CPAS , Athena 
Drive , Tachbrook Park ,■ Warwick 
CV34 6NG, tel. 01926 458416 , 
email <nevans@cpas.org>; 
<www.cpas.org.uk> 

C«i*bf«tion Africa 
1 May Celebration Africa: ‘a 
garment of praise instead of a 
spirit of despair’, WEC 
International Open Day. 
Meetings (from 11.15am, speak- 
ers Revd Joe Kapolyo, Pastor 
Modou Camara), seminars, 
youth activities, worship, global 
village, bookstall, child-care 
facility. Bulstrode, Gerrards 
Cross. Grounds open 10am- 
5pm. Free. Snacks, and drinks 
on site, or bring your picnic. 
WEC International, tel. 01 753 
278103, email <info@wec- 
int.org>; <www.wec-int.org.uk>. 
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Tor the Lord is my strength and 
my song, and has become my 
salvation .* 

Isaiah 12:2 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through His son Jesus Christ, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, for: 

Sat 1 Those studying at 
Theological institutions - Oxford 
Ministry Course: Ripon College 
Cuddesdon: Culham Educational 
Foundation: Culham Institute: St 
Stephen’s House: Wycliffe Hall: 
Keston Institute: Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies: Pusey House 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
PASSIONTIDE BEGINS 

Sun 2 All who provide quiet 
days, retreats and a place to rest 

* and be. 

Mon 3 Burford Priory, Order of 
St Benedict: abbot - Stuart 
Burns: Third Order of the 
Society of St Francis: area minis- 
ters - Michael Taylor, Hazel 
Berry, Anne Holmes: area forma- 
tion guardians - Colin Bass, 
Joanna Coney. 

Hie 4 The Priory, Community 
^ of St John Baptist, Community 
of the Companions of Jesus the 
Good Shepherd and Community 
of Reparation to Jesus in the 

* Blessed Sacrament: The 
Leadership Team - Sr Mary 
Stephen, Sr Verena, Sr Anne: 
chaplain - Lister Tonge: 


Burnham Abbey, Society of the 
Precious Blood: superior - The 
Revd Mother: St Mary’s 
Convent, Freeland, Community 
of St Clare: abbess - Sister 
Patricia Wighton. 

Wed 5 St Mary’s Convent, 
Community of St Mary the 
Virgin: superior - Mother 
Barbara Claire: warden - John 
Austin. All Saints Convent, 
Society of All Saints Sisters of 
the Poor: superior - Mother 
Helen, chaplain - Beau 
Stevenson. Convent of the 
Incarnation, Community of the 
Sisters of the Love of God: supe- 
rior - Mother Rosemary: warden 
- David Barton. Paddock House, 
Sisters of St Ethelreda (Associate 
sisters of the Community of St 
Andrew) - priest and sister - 
Hazel: warden - Basil Jones. 

Thu 6 Elmore Abbey, Newbury 
Order of St Benedict: abbot - 
Dom Basil Matthews: SSM 
Convent, Society of the Sacred 
Mission, Milton Keynes: prior - 
Frank Green. 

Fri 7 Those who serve as chap- 
lains within the universities, 
schools and colleges of the dio- 
cese. 

Sat 8 Theological institutions’ 
principals and directors - Mike 
Butterworth: Martyn Percy: John 
Gay: Jeremy Sheehy: Richard 
Turnbull: Davorin Peterlin: 

Vinay Samuel: Jonathan Baker 
and the staff teams. 


PALM SUNDAY 

Sun 9 ‘Blessed is he who is 
coming in the name of the Lord’ 
Matthew 21:9 

Mon 1 0 For all non-stipendiary 
ministry and the parishes served: 
bishop’s officers - Julian 
Hubbard, Hugh Lee, Jim Turner, 
John Edwards, Rosemary Payne. 
Hie 1 1 For bishops, priests and 
deacons as they renew their vows 
and for those who, during the 
coming year, will be anointed 
with the oils blessed and distrib- 
uted by The Bishop of Oxford at 
Christ Church today. 

Wed 1 2 For Mission in Work 
and Economic life, industrial 
chaplaincy: adviser Nicholas 
Parish: missioners, chaplains, 
ministers - Andrew Coleby, Bob 
Penman, Graham Skipsey, Susan 
Van Beveren, Peter Steddon. For 
ministers and ministry in eco- 
nomic affairs and unemploy- 
ment. 

Thu 13 Maundy Thursday 

‘Pray not to be put to the test’ 
Luke 22:40 

Fri 14 Good Friday ‘This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews’ 
Matthew 27:37 

Sat 15 Easter Eve ‘You may 
have your guard; go and make 
all as secure as you know how. 

So they went and made the 
sepulchre secure, putting seals on 
the stone and mounting a guard.’ 
Mt 27: 65-66 


EASTER DAY 

Sun 16 He is not here: he is 
risen’ Luke 24: 6 ‘I have seen the 
Lord ...’ John 20: 18 ‘they told 
...how he had been made known 
to them in the breaking of the 
bread’ Luke 24:35 
Mon 1 7 Milton Keynes 
Deanery. We give thanks for 
Milton Keynes and the great 
diversity found in this city. For 
the area dean - Mandy Marriott: 
associate area dean - Tim 
Norwood; synod lay chairman - 
Paul Bright: sector team - ) 

Stephen Norrish, Graham 
Ghaleb, Graham Skipsey, Ruth 
Walker-Singh: licensed lay minis- 
ter - Peggy Faithfull. We pray for 
the deanery in its partnership 
with the Milton Keynes 
Churches Council - the ecumeni- 
cal moderator - Mary Cotes: the 
director of Christian training - 
Peter Ballantine: the chairman - 
M Morris. 

Hie 18 Bletchley St Mary: cler- 
gy - Mike Archer, Catherine 
Butt, Mark Adams: licensed lay 
ministers - Robin Rowles, 
Richard Catherall. Waddon Way 
Church: clergy - Alan Bird, lay 
pastors - Peter Cutler, Sue Gibbs, 
Ken Pitkethly, P Bates. 

Wed 1 9 Fenny Stratford St 
Martin: clergy - Victor Bullock, 
Ian Thomas. Christ the 
Cornerstone: clergy - Andrew 
Ollard, Dayid Tatem, Beverley 
Hollins: licensed lay minister - 


Marian Balance. 

Thu 20 Stantonbury and Willen 
Team Ministry: clergy - Peter 
Ballantine, Judy Rose, Andy 
Jowitt, Paul Smith, Margaret 
Goodall, Chris Collinge: lay 
worker - David Wilson: licensed 
lay ministers - Arthur Chadwick, 
Barry Fleming, Cis Jones: 
Methodist local preacher - Ruth 
Walker-Singh: Baptists lay 
preacher - Margaret Prisk. 

Fri 21 Calverton held in plurali- 
ty with Stony Stratford: clergy - 
Ross Northing, Giles Pinnock: 
church army - Janet Northing. 
Sat 22 Walton Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Lunn, Stuart 
Dennis, Susan Jackson. Water 
Eaton: clergy - Mandy Marriott, 
Christopher Bell. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sun 23 For Christian witness in 
all sports and those churches 
that seek to meet the needs of 
young people through their inter- 
ests in sport. Those raising 
money for others by their partici- 
pation in the London Marathon. 
Mon 24 St GEORGE Wading 
Valley Team Ministry: clergy - 
Mike Morris, Tim Norwood, 
Pauline Barnes, Richard Davis, 
Pauline Hardy, Neil Eldridge: 
licensed lay minister - Phyllis 
Bunnett. 

Hie 25 Mark The Evangelist 
Wolverton: clergy Jeremy Trigg. 
Woughton Team Ministry: clergy 
- Duncan Barnes, Kevin 


McGarahan, David Rudiger, 
Janet Conway: licensed lay min- 
isters - Mike Davidge, Paul 
Norris, Tony Stanyer. 

Wed 26 Henley Deanery. For 
associate area dean Graham 
Foulis Brown: synod lay chair- 
man - Brian Pearce. Goring with 
South Stoke: clergy - Mark 
Blarney, Elizabeth Dowding. 

Thu 27 Henley with 
Remenham: clergy - Martyn 
Griffiths, Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga.' Henley-on-Thames: 
churchwardens: licensed lay min- 
isters - Michael Forsdike, 

Patricia Lewis, Trevor Lewis. 

Fri 28 Rotherfield Peppard and 
Kidmore End Sonning 
Common: clergy - Graham 
Foulis Brown, Barry Olsen, 

Hugh Warwick. Shiplake with 
Dunsden and Harpsden: clergy - 
Martin Connop Price, Stephen 
Cousin 

Sat 29 Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmoor, Pishill and 
Rotherfield Greys: clergy - 
Brendan Bailey, Bill Bowder, 
Elisabeth Lakey: licensed lay 
minister - Jane Suter. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sun 30 Langtree Team 
Ministry: clergy - Kevin Davies, 
Nelva Moss, John Evans, Angela 
Linton, Peter Steddon: licensed 
lay minister - Brian Turner. 
Nuffield Holy Trinity: clergy - 
John Shearer. 
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In the image of God’s love 


Flickering Images 


‘ bv the Revd Canon David 
Winter 

THERE is surely nothing 
more urgent on the world's 
current agenda than finding 
an alternative to strife. 
Whether it is Islam versus the 
West, nationalism versus 
globalization, Jew versus 
Arab or, more basically, race 
versus race, we seem no closer 
to finding the 'way that makes 
for peace’ than were our fore- 
bears. The bloodshed and vio- 
lence simply goes on and on. 

Marcus Braybrooke, until 
recently parish priest of the 
Baldons in Oxfordshire, and a 
life-long campaigner for inter- 
faith tolerance and under- 
standing, boldly offers what 
he calls 'the inter-faith alter- 
native' in this new book. I say 
'boldly', because at a superfi- 
cial level so many of the 
world's present conflicts seem 


to be triggered by religious 
antagonisms, suspicions or 
fears. How can the followers 
of those faiths be the answer 
as well as the problem? 

As president of the World 
Congress of Faiths, Marcus 
Braybrooke has worked for 
many decades with leaders of 
the world's faith communities 
in pursuit of an 'inter-faith 
alternative'. If religious divi- 
sions are often the cause of 
strife, then, he argues, reli- 
gious understanding and tol- 
erance are necessary first steps 
on the path to peace. He has 
worked with leaders of the 
faith communities to seek 
agreement at least on what he 
calls 'fundamental commu- 
nalities' - such things as 
respect for life, a just econom- 
ic order, a culture of toler- 
ance, truthfulness and recog- 
nition of equal rights and 


partnership between men and 
women. Such a set of proposi- 
tions was expressed in a 
Declaration of 'Global Ethics' 
as long ago as 1993. With 
many examples from experi- 
ence, including his own, 
Marcus Braybrooke pleads 
his case: can the religious 
communities give a lead in 
non-violence, in the struggle 
for a fairer world, in the meet- 
ing of human need, even for 
such basic things as clean 
water? 

The reader of this book 
may have to counter a natural 
tendency towards scepticism 
about some of this - equal 
rights for women in many 
Islamic cultures (and some 
Christian ones, too) looks to 
be centuries away. Burning 
mosques and bombed out 
churches provide an ugly 
back-drop to these aspira- 


tions. Yet it is useless to aban- 
don hope, and A Heart for the 
World does offer genuine 
grounds for hope. Our world 
needs prophetic voices and 
Braybrooke's is certainly one 
of them. This is a book for 
Christians, as well as others, 
to read and ponder, perhaps 
to study in home groups. It is 
also a book to turn back to 
for its unquenchable opti- 
mism, when it seems that the 
bullet and the bomb are the 
determining factors in the 
world of a gracious Creator 
and for a people made in the 
image of a God of love. 


A HEART FOR THE 
WORLD 
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Humourous tales from the choir stalls 


'HEARTS to Heaven and tem- 
pers raise’ is the latest in Reg 
Frary’s series of humourous 
tales from the choir stalls. Mr 
Frary, we find, has a mine of 
stories from his lifetime serv- 
ing in church choirs. 

Apart from his own choir, 
we find that he travels to see 
various friends all over the 
country and sings as a guest in 
their church choirs as well. 
Many of the stories in this 


collection are taken from 
these visits and whilst, maybe, 
not immediately recognisable 
to the modern chorister, they 
do have more than a hint of 
truth about them, for those of 
us of a certain age. 

Mr Frary has what has been 
described a, a whimsical style, 
reminiscent to me of scripts 
one would hear on a Sunday 
afternoon on the BBC Light 
Programme. His stories con- 


cern truculent choristers, 
awkward organists and bewil- 
dered vicars. There is a certain 
soft humour about the writ- 
ings, and whilst one feels that 
a large pinch of salt should be 
taken with .many of Mr 
Frary’s tales, you know that 
he writes from real experience 
and with the eye of a observer 
of the more absurd side of a 
choristers life. He has a gen- 
tle way of raising a smile and 


I can think of far worse ways 
to while away a winters 
evening sitting by the fire. 

Simon Bentley worships at St 
Michael and All Angels , Leafield 


WORSHIPCENTRAL 


ENCOUNTER GOD I EQUIP THE WORSHIPPER I EMPOWER THE CHURCH 


WORSHIP CENTRAL 

We are very excited to announce the launch of 
'Worship Central' - a school of worship to train and 
equip worship leaders, musicians and worshippers. 

The training day will take place at Holy Trinity 
Brompton and will include lots of space for worship 
and ministry; teaching to inspire and challenge and a 
range of practical workshops. 

The day will be led and hosted by Tim Hughes, other 
speakers include Mike Pilavachi and 
Al Gordon. 

"There is an urgent need to train and resource wor- 
ship leaders and musicians to grow in their giftings. 
My hope is that Worship Central will be a place where 
this can happen." 

Tim Hughes 

"Worship Central is a wonderful resource for anyone 
looking to develop the worship life of their local 
church". Nicky Gumbel 
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and some Bible references. 
There are some classic films 
included in this section 
including Blade Runner, The 
Killing Fields and Gandhi. 
Unfortunately the most recent, 
film looked at is Bridget Jones 
Diary (2001) so there is a 
sense that- this section feels a 
little dated. 

This book is a really useful 
resource for individuals or 
churches seeking to learn how 
to listen to our contemporary 
culture and then to begin to 
communicate the gospel sen- 
sitively and effectively. 

The advantage of a collabo- 
rative book is that it allows 
the reader access to a wide 
range of views and approach- 
es in a single volume. The dis* 
advantage, of course, can be a 
lack of coherence. If you are a 
keen movie watcher and an 
aspiring theologian then this 
is a good book for you. If you 
are someone looking for a 
basic introduction to how 
movies can be useful in both 
understanding our faith and 
communicating it Mark 
Stibbe and J.John’s books The 
Big Picture 1 & 2 may be a 
more accessible read. 

Dr Krish Kandiah is Director of 
the Oxford Centre for » 
E vangelism and Apologetics 

FLICKERING 
IMAGES 
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ANTHONY 

S.FIDDES 
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GUIDES 


’’For all your recruitment needs, 
reach more people than any other 
Christian publication in Oxford! 
Email us at 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 

We currently have more than 
80,000 readers and we reach far 
into Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. 


MOVIES are available today 
on an unprecedented scale. 
You can watch a movie on 
your Ipod, your Play Station 
Personal, on Pay-per-view, 
Digital and Cable Television 
or through DVD postal rental 
service, not to mention the 
particular pleasure of sitting 
in a cinema and seeing a film 
in its natural habitat! It 
would seem that our society 
consumes films on a grand 
scale. Flickering Images offers 
a very helpful introduction to , 
assist Christians to engage 
with an increasingly visual 
culture. The book is a collab- 
orative effort of 16 authors 
and is divided into three main 
sections. 

Part One presents five 
essays on the method of theo- 
logical film criticism. These 
essays range from a very tech- 
nical examination of struc- 
turalist film criticism to an 
essay on the pastoral implica- 
tions of using film in church. 

Part Two provides 13 
examples of theological read- 
ings of Hollywood movies. 
The films examined include: 
You’ve Got Mail, Sliding 
Doors, Lord of the Rings and 
The Passion of the Christ. 
The reader should be aware 
that many of these essays give 
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small group setting and 
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include discussion questions 



Holy Trinity. Prestwood 
St, Mary Magdalene, Great Hampden 

Wish to appoint a 

Music Director 

To maintain and develop all aspects of our churches 3 music 

Enthusiastic, robed, adult choir based at Holy Trinity 

Allen digital organs in both churches 

The Music director will act as choir master and 
principal organist, ensuring that music is provided for 
regular Sunday services and occasional offices 

Salary negotiable plus wedding and funeral fees 

Enquiries to: Rev. Mark Mowforth (01494) 866530 
E-mail mark.mowforth@btinternet.com 
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Adoption Diaries: part 6 

This is the last in the current series of Adoption Diaries provided by 
Parents And Children Together (PACT), the Diocesan adoption agency. 
At the end of the article, you will find some telephone numbers for fur- 
ther information if you are considering adoption. But first, Caroline 
and Roger share key experiences and lessons learned, to encourage 
others. 

‘The first thing to stress is that you can put out as many feelers 
as you wish to different sorts of adoption organisations - that’s not 
commonly known. Voluntary agencies will have a slightly different 
standpoint to the council Children’s Services departments. We 
found that PACT, for example, responded instantly and really put 
itself out to help us realise our potential. Some local authority 
departments have such floods of applications that they have to 
make their decision to progress or not almost on the basis of a 
checklist. Sometimes a voluntary organisation has the chance to 
invest a bit more in your long-term aspirations, but not always. So 
choose the people you feel have the right ‘chemistry’ for your per- 
sonality and circumstances. Ask lots of questions and shop around! 

‘The other difference between the types of provider is that PACT 
and other voluntary adoption agencies tend to specialise in finding 
homes for the older child, sibling groups, or those with difficulties 
of background or health. If you feel you have a heart for these chil- 
dren particularly, you might want to consider only voluntaries. 

‘Once you’re confronted with all the forms, don’t be discouraged. 
They - and the home studies- are designed to help you look at your 
life and put aside any temptation to “rest on your laurels”. You 
may be surprised that there are things you have to work at or show 
evidence of, but, if you are single-minded and accept that preparing 
yourself with a specialist adoption worker is going to take a bit of 
time, you’ll be fine. Some 94% of people being assessed get 
through, so it’s worth it. 

‘Then, when you’ve got your child or children, visualise all the 
help that’s on offer as a “buffet table”. Don’t be afraid to ask for 
advice. No-one expects you to be a brilliant parent straight off, and 
do keep up the contact with your agency and take what’s on offer 
if it appeals. It may sound like an inconvenience if I tell you that 
we get a phone call or visit once every nine months but it’s emphat- 
ically NOT a checking-up procedure. It keeps us ‘in the loop’. 

‘We said in an earlier edition of the diary that, as a family, we 
welded together over the course of various life events and the pass- 
ing of time. We can’t stress enough: wait out the rewards and they 
v will come. You are going to need energy and flexibility to welcome 
a new member into the family, more or less ’’overnight” and chil- 
dren who have suffered neglect, abuse or rejection may not settle 
quickly or easily. It may take a long time to gain the child’s trust. 
So be patient and look after yourself. And the very best of luck. 

If you would like to explore adoption, here are some useful 
phone numbers: British Association for Adoption and Fostering 
0207 593 2000; Consortium of Voluntary Adoption Agencies via 
PACT 0800 731 1845; and your local authority Children’s Services 
Department. 



HOLY Week in the Oxford 
diocese this year will see an 
exciting new initiative from 
the Marlow Area Team 
Ministry aimed at helping 
Christians, seekers and mem- 
bers of the wider community 
to contemplate the last 24 
hours of the life of Christ 
through art and multi-media. 

While traditional Holy 
Week services will be held in 
other churches in the team, 
All Saints Church in Marlow 
will, instead, host ‘Enter the 
Passion’ and open daily to 
offer visitors an all-embracing 
recreation of Jesus’ journey 
from Gethsemane to the Cross 
and to the empty tomb. 

Enter the Passion is organ- 
ised by ART.net which is one 
of All Saints parish’s emerging 
church networks. It promises 
visitors 12 zones of art instal- 
lations, multi-media, art 
work, stage lighting, sounds, 
smells and other special 
effects to ‘help the traveller 
enter Jesus’ passion with all 
their senses’. 

The Revd Dani Munoz 
says: ‘We are very excited to 
host such a creative project. 
ART.net is a wonderful exam- 
ple of an emerging church 
network which began in 2005 
with the appointment of 
Linda Scott as our Artist in 
Residence and which has 
grown to now include a range 
of creative people, including 
A Level art students and pri- 
mary school pupils. 


art of Easter 



‘Artistically, the project has 
given its members the oppor- 
tunity to explore and express 
faith through their art. 
Spiritually we hope it will 
offer the wider community a 
fresh way of experiencing the 
Passion of Jesus, helping them 
gain insight into the signifi- 
cance of Christ’s suffering and 
death. 

‘In terms of mission and 
outreach we aim to offer 
those who are spiritually 
stirred by the display to meet 
with a Christian to talk 
about the Christian faith and, 
if they wish, to join our 
Spring Alpha course.’ 


The exhibition builds on a 
similar project which took 
place in Hazlemere, Bucks, a 
few years ago, enjoying good 
reviews. 

Dani tells the DOOR: 
‘Through this project we hope 
to model that emerging 
church initiatives can be nur- 
tured and grown in partner- 
ship with our more tradition- 
al expressions of church and 
we hope that people will sup- 
port it and enjoy what will be 
a very emotionally-involving 
interpretation of Jesus’ last 
journey.’ 

The members of ART.net 
drew on two sources of inspi- 


ration for this exhibition. 
Firstly they looked to the tra- 
dition of the ‘stations of the 
Cross’, an ancient practice 
going back to the fourth cen- 
tury in which Christians recall 
Christ’s ‘way of the cross’ by 
stopping for meditation at 
certain points around a room. 

Secondly they looked to 
Mel Gibson’s film ‘The 
Passion of the Christ’ from 
which scenes will be shown at 
different zones. 

All Saints Church will be 
open to visitors from 10-14 
April on Monday from noon- 
6pm and Tuesday to Friday 
from noon- 10pm. 






BCP services hard to find? 
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Prayer Book 
Society .... 


Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 9S8 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbooLorg.uk 
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‘You we looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. 
He has been raised; he is not 
here’ Mark 16:6 

So spoke the ‘young man’, 
presumably an angelic mes- 
senger, who greeted the sor- 
rowing women who had come 
to anoint the body of Jesus. 

It’s a moment of high 
drama in Mark’s Gospel, and 
for anyone reading it for the 
first time a moment of com- 
plete surprise as well. The 
writer has offered up to now a 
sombre picture of the events 
surrounding the last journey 
of Jesus to Jerusalem. Unlike 
Matthew, Luke and John, 
there are few if any hints of 
good news to come. His pas- 
sion scene is stark, culminat- 
ing in the great cry of derelic- 
tion, ‘My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?’ 

As we have heard this pow- 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


erful and lean Gospel read in 
church since Advent, we can 
hardly have missed the note of 
gathering foreboding in the 
hearts of the disciples. Jesus 
might always have added a 
mysterious phrase about 
being ‘raised after three days’, 
but for them the words seem 
to have been swallowed up by 
the ones that always preceded 
it - the ones about being given 
up into the hands of wicked 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism/ a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including ^Id Words New Life’ 

(BRF); which offers reflections on forty 
key Old Testament Words. 


men, mocked, flogged and 
then put to death. Now it had 
happened. Nervously, and 
from a distance, most of them 
had been spectators of the 
crucifixion. One or two had 
been nearer the event, and 
drunk the cup of its horror to 
the dregs. Among them, John 
tells us, was Mary 
Magdalene, who with two 
other women has now come 
to the tomb to perform one 
last act of devotion for the 
man they had followed and 
admired. 

Then, as they enter the 
tomb, everything changes. 
The ‘young man’ appears 
with his message. Jesus is not 
there, he is risen. In a single 
dramatic coup de theatre 
Mark offers a final twist to his 
story. It’s not a tragedy at all, 
but the greatest triumph of 
human history. Go - and tell! 



Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Maltbouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 









